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                                                        UNIT ONE

GENERAL BACKGROUND

        Introduction 

    
      Dear learner! I hope you have already studied and understood civilization in the Americas in your previous Ancient World History Course. In this unit you are going to study about the early people of the Americas; center of American civilizations; explorations; and the coming of Europeans to the Western Hemisphere. The major impacts of European colonists on the Native Americans and rivalries among themselves to colonize the New Continents will have wider coverage under the unit. 

Objectives 

After completing this unit, you will be able to: 

· List who were the major indigenous people of the Americas.

· Discuss the origins of the first immigrants to the Americas and explain how different     

    ways of  life among the Native American societies created cultural diversity.  
· Identify the major achievements and contributions of Native American societies to       

     world civilization. 

· Locate centers of American civilization and identify the leading empires in the region 

· Evaluate why European nations wanted to explore and colonize the Americas. 

· Analyze the relationship between European colonists and Native Americans. 

· Describe the nature of European colonial rule and administration and examine the    

             English, French, Portuguese, Dutch and Spanish rivalries in North and South    

               America.
                 Section 1: The Americas before Columbus 
1.1. 1.The Early People of Americas

1. Who were the first people of the Americas? Where did they come from? 

2. How did early Native Americans adopt their environment? 

  
The Americas had long been in habited by a rich variety of Native American culture. Scholars today believe that people from Asia walked across a ‘‘land bridge” today is the Bering Strait that once connected Alaska and Asia, mainly eastern Siberia. Sometimes between 20,000 and 40,000 years ago, the first people came to the Americas by crossing this bridge. In small groups, they gradually spread through North and South America, probably following the herds of large animals that they hunted. Overtime, these people adapted the environment and became known as Native Americans.

              Focus

 The first people came to North America long before written history. Their descendants, known as Native Americans, developed unique cultures and civilizations in North America and South America. 

   
     In time Native Americans formed many diverse groups based on. Despite their diversity, the Natives had many similar ideas. They developed distinct ways of life. Some remained nomadic, while others settled and developed complex civilizations. 

  
  Group of Native Americans in present-day Mexico and South America gradually developed highly organized and sophisticated societies. In western South America, the Inca ruled a large empire that stretched from present-day Columbia to the middle of Chile. A complex system of roads linked the various regions of the Inca Empire, and terraced hillside farms with complicated irrigation systems produce its abundant food. 

         To the north, in the areas called Mesoamerica-means “middle” which includes parts of Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Brazil other powerful Native American civilizations arose. One of the earliest peoples, the Olmec, developed large temple complexes and pyramids along the Gulf of Mexico. Further South, in the Yucatan Peninsula, the Maya established city states dominated by larger pyramids. The Maya excelled in trade and mathematics. Mayan mathematicians invented the concept of zero and developed complicated calendars linked to the study of the stars. Many other equally advanced groups emerged in Mesoamerica. 

 
   The last was the Aztec. Their city, Tenochtitlan is the site of modern Mexico City. By the late 1400s, Tenochtitlan had gold-adorned temples, floating gardens, and an enormous market. Native Americans who were living in the present-day Southwestern United States and in the fertile Mississippi Valley had their own way of life. The severe climate of this region prohibited farming. Most people lived in small villages or bands and led their life by hunting and fishing. 

           Around 900 A.D, in the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, groups of Native Americans known as Mound Builders, built great temple mounds and towns. Another group of mound builders, the Hopewell culture, arose in the Ohio valley about 200 B.C

 
   In other parts of North America, a variety of Native American groups flourished: the buffalo hunters of the Great Plains, the rich fishing cultures of the Pacific Northwest and the seed gatherers of California. People living in the Northeastern part of the present United States, set up the Iroquois League, a confederation, or government made up of independent units, about 1580 A.D. In the Southeast, the Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole and Chickasaw formed a confederation called the Five Civilized Tribes. This group later devised a written language and a dictionary, and practiced a loose-knit form of democracy. 

                Section 2: The Coming of the Europeans to the West 

        Overview 

   
     In their eagerness to find easier routes for trade in Asia, some Europeans had a new idea instead of sailing south and east of Africa, they could sail west. This idea led to discoveries that brought drastic changes to those who lived on the contents that lay between Europe and Asia.

          1.2.1. European Explorations and Colonization 

1. Who was the first European to arrive in    

     America? 
2.  What were the Americans like in 1492? 
 3. Why and how did Europeans discover   

      America? 

 
   Europeans first touched the Americas long before Columbus. The first Europeans to arrive in the Americans were Norse sea farers from Scandinavia. Between 800 and 1100 AD., the Norse established settlements in Iceland, Green land, and along the coast of North America, which they called Vinland. Conflicts with Native Americans and lack of support from home, however, made the Norse settlements in Vineland unsuccessful. Not until the voyage of Christopher Columbus in 1492 did European exploration of the Americas began earnest. On the eve of geographical discoveries around the middle of the 15th century, much of the world was unknown to the European geographers and Seamen. They knew Europe and the Mediterranean region. They also knew the existence of India and China. 

          Although the Crusades were   a failure, they had a major impact on Western Europe. Contact with the East spurred a new demand in Europe for Asian luxury goods such as spices and silk. The spice trades became the most important part of the East-West exchange. The contact with the east also helped breakdown the self -sufficient feudal system. During the 1400s, strong monarchs brought unity to the countries of England, France, Portugal, and Spain. All four lands had seaports on the Atlantic Ocean -soon to become a great avenue of trade and exploration. 

    
  Europeans, once isolated and bounded by a rigid feudal system, were developing a spirit of curiosity and adventure. Unified monarchies and national rivalry led to competition for trade with Asia. The search for an all water route to East Asia encouraged explorers to cross unknown oceans and seek new lands. In quest of wealth, the new centralized national states would finance exploration and conquest. 
Focus 

Europeans first touched the Americas long before Columbus. According to early Scandinavian sagas, in 968A.D, a ship on the way to European-settled Greenland commanded by a Norwegian merchant, Bjarni Herjulfsson. Other Scandinavians soon followed up on Herjulfsson’s lead. In 1000 A.D, Norse explorer, Leif Ericson a founder of the Greenland colony sailed westward to investigate reports of the new country. He and his party found it warm. Finding what they later described as grapes, and hoping perhaps to encourage settlement, they dubbed the new country Vinland, the Good. 

          By the late 15th century, long distance ocean voyages had become possible because of the following reasons: 

The new attitudes were immeasurably helped by the invention of printing press   invented by John Gutenberg of Germany;  

· Europeans learned to use improved navigational instruments such as the compass, the 
Astrolabe, and the quadrant -that allowed navigators to determine direction and distance; 

1. Advances in ship building technology;

2. Advances in the  art of making accurate maps and sailing directions; and

3. New inventions, such as gunpowder, windmills and water mills;

       By 1400s, Europeans launched a campaign to explore the world and make contact with other lands and peoples. Portugal was the first European country to search for a sea route to Asia. In the early 1400s, Prince Henry “the Navigator,” son of King John I of Portugal, brought map makers, astronomers, and ship builders to plan voyages of exploration. He also sponsored many Portuguese exploratory voyages westward into the Atlantic and southward down to Africa’s west coast. 


Voyages of Columbus

    
    The success of the Portuguese aroused the envy of the rulers of Europe’s other new nation-states. As a result of his studies and calculations, the Italian born navigator Christopher Columbus came to believe that it would be easier to reach Asia by traveling west. He eagerly sought to lead such a voyage, and for years sought financial backing. However, Portugal would not agree to pay for the voyage. Finally, in 1492, Columbus persuaded King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain that his plan would bring them wealth, empire, and converts to the Catholic religion. The Monarchs provided Columbus with three ships, the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. 

 
     In August 1492, Columbus sailed from Spain with 90 sailors. Two months later, he landed in what he thought was Asia. Actually, Columbus had landed in America becoming the first European to set foot on one of the islands of the Bahamas (San Salvador) and claimed it for Spain. Believing he had reached the East Indies of the coast of Asia, he called the local people Indians, in what is now the West Indies. He had misjudged the world. He thought that after sailing west from Spain, he would next touch Asia. He had no idea there was another continent between Europe and Asia. Columbus made three more voyages across the Atlantic. Despite his achievements, Columbus died in 1506 unaware that he had reached new continents in the Western Hemisphere. Before his death, Columbus made three more voyages to the Caribbean islands and South America seeking proof that he had discovered a new route to Asia. He also established the first permanent European communities in the New World. Columbus’s expeditions were followed by many more whose leaders established European settlements on the Caribbean islands. 


   It was not until 1507 that another Italian explorer, Amerigo Vespucci, sailed along the coast of South America suggested that Columbus had discovered a “New World.”  He was convinced that the land he had discovered was neither Asia nor islands off the coast of Asia, but a new continent. German mapmakers read some of Vespucci’s reports and were also convinced that a new world had been discovered. In honor of Vespucci, the name ‘’America” began to appear on maps that included the newly discovered lands. 

 
  Columbus’s exploration put Spain and Portugal in direct competition for trade and empire. At first, Spain claimed the whole of the New World, but Pope Alexander VI convinced the two Catholic nations to divide any new overseas territories between them. He set a line of demarcation, an imaginary north-south line, west of the Azores, at the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494. The agreement gave Spain rights to all non -Christian lands to the west of the line, and Portugal rights to all those to the east. 

         Columbus opened a path to America which was soon followed by many other explorers. They explored the lands of North and South America after 1500. In 1500, a Portuguese sea captain Pedro Cabral sailed west and explored the coast of Brazil. He claimed it for Portugal. Settlers in Brazil grew income producing crops such as sugarcane, tobacco, coffee, and cotton. The rest of South America had been claimed by Spain. Very early settlements were made on the islands of the Caribbean, especially Hispaniola, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica. Soon the whole Caribbean was in Spanish hands. A Spaniard named Balboa landed on the narrow Isthmus of Panama in 1513 and eventually reached the Pacific Ocean. Balboa’s discovery intensified the race to the eastern ends of the Pacific. New men joined the rush. 

  
   Balboa’s expedition revived hope of sailing west to reach Asia. A Portuguese navigator Ferdinand Magellan in the service of Spain, hoped to sail around the world to the Spice Islands, located in present-day Indonesia. In 1519, Magellan set sail with five ships. By October 1520, Magellan had reached the strait that now bears his name the Strait of Magellan at the southern tip of South America. Although the strait has fierce winds, and was difficult to navigate, the ocean on the other side seemed to clam; Magellan called it the Pacific, meaning “Peaceful.” Magellan later died in April 1521 as a result of a local war in the Philippines. Only one of his ships, Victoria carrying 18 survivors arrived at Seville, completing the first circumnavigation, or rotating of the globe. Sevastian Elcano finished the journey to Asia and the Indian Ocean, back to Spain. 

         By the middle of the 16th century, the New World was opened up to Europe, and contact was firmly made at many points. The explorations and discoveries of those centuries led Europeans to Asia, Africa and America, and produced different results in different places. America was speedily Europeanized. The success of the Portuguese aroused the envy of the rulers other new nation states of Europe. Eventually, the Dutch, the French and the English would challenge Portugal’s stranglehold.
               1.2.2. Spain in the New World 

         The New World continued to attract the attention of most European nations in the 1500s and 1600s. Under King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, Spain entered the race for land by backing expeditions. Spain and Portugal were the first to set up colonies in the New World.

   How did the arrival of the Spaniards in the New World affect the development of the Aztec and Inca? 

          After the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas signed between Spain and Portugal the line moved further west. But other European states did not recognize the treaty as binding on themselves. In the 16th century they started to join the competition for overseas and colonies. Soon France, England and the Dutch were also setting up colonies in the New World. 


    The Spaniards set up colonies in Central and South America and in California. Spain was interested mainly in Central and South America because of the gold and silver found there. One of the first Spanish explorers was Juan Ponce de Leon. In 1513, he explored Florida. Another Spaniard, Hernando Cortes explored Mexico and conquered the Aztec Empire under their ruler Montezuma II in 1519. A decade after Mexico’s conquest, another conquistador Francisco Pizarro, invaded the Inca Empire in present-day Peru. He captured the Inca leader Atahualpa and killed many of the people. Spain also claimed territory in North America. In 1539, Hernando De Soto landed present-day Florida. He explored the lands from Florida to the Mississippi River. In 1840, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado explored the Grand Canyon. 

           By the early 1600s, Spain’s empire in the Americas included many islands in the West Indies, Central America, much of South America and parts of the present-day United States. Spanish viceroys ruled the colonies. From 1500 to 1650 extracted almost 20,000 tons of silver and 200 tons of gold from its American colonies. In addition, cocoa, tobacco, dyes, and other American products were providing another source of Spanish income. All these helped to make Spain the richest and most powerful nation in Europe. 

           The Spanish empire in America was divided into two large administrative units: New Spain and Peru. New Spain consisted of Mexico, Central America and parts of the USA. Spain had two principal aims to exploit American wealth; and to convert the Native Americans or Amerindians to Catholic Christianity. There was a question of treating the inhabitants. Spain did not allow self-government and religious freedom. The Spanish colonies in the continents did not give all members equal right. The colonists often mistreated the Indians. They used them as slaves in the mines and fields. 

        Disease was an enemy worse than the Spanish state or Church. Native Americans lacked immunity to European diseases such as smallpox, measles and influenza. The Inca population was declined to 7 million to 1 million. This decline led the Spanish to bring more slave laborers from Africa.
                  1.2.3. The Arrival of the English 



    England was the first Northern European country to join the scramble for a share in the New World. As early as 1497, England began to show an interest in overseas trade. In 1497, Henry VII authorized the Italian born navigator John Cabot to find a northern route to the area reached by Columbus. Cabot explored the coasts of New found land-Nova Scotia and New England, giving England a claim in the Americas. During the 1500s the English harassed their Spanish and Portuguese competitors. 

           England began to set up colonies in the New World in 1585 on what is now United States soil. Although some English colonists came to America hoping to find silver and gold, most colonists came for other reasons such as to find religious freedom, better life and for more political freedom. For more than 100 years, the English colonial system spread along the Atlantic Coast from the border of Florida to Canada. These colonies were organized as proprietary, royal, or self governing colonies. 


        The first successful English settlement or colony in the New Worlds was Jamestown- present-day Virginia was founded by the Virginia Company of London or formerly called London Company in 1607. At first, the settlers hand hoped to find gold and precious stones and to bring these riches back to European. Later, the settlers organized into a society. 

           By 1773, the English had established thirteen colonies along the Atlantic. English colonies had over a million settlers. The central or middle colonies had many small, family farms. Because of their large-scale wheat farming, the middle colonies were called the “Bread Colonies.” Southern farmers grew rice, tobacco, and indigo plants. 

           1.2.4. The French in America


       The second European power to interest herself in discovery and settlement of North America was France. One of the first explorers for France was Giovanni de Verrazano, an Italian.  Verrazano hoped to find a strait through the new land that would lead to Asia. In 1524, he crossed the Atlantic and landed on the coast of present day North Carolina. He then sailed along the Atlantic coast to New found land, Canada. From there, he returned to France. Verrazano was certain that he had found the beginning of a new route to Asia. 

          More French explorers now were encouraged to go to the New World. A French sailor, Jacques Cartier explored the Gulf of St. Lawrence in present-day city of Montreal in Canada. Cartier made another trip to America, once again in hopes of finding a route to Asia. Cartier claimed much of eastern Canada for France. Another Frenchman, Samuel de Champlain, explored the Atlantic Coast from Nova Scotia to Cape Code in 1603-04. 

           In 1608, Champlain founded Quebec, the first permanent French settlement in the Americas. In 1673, missionaries Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet explored the Mississippi Valley. In 1682 Robert de La Salle explored from the Illinois River to the Gulf of Mexico. He named the territory Louisiana and claimed it for France. Like the Spanish, the French sent Jesuit missionaries to convert Native Americans to Christianity. They were also interested mainly in finding treasure. Most French colonies were located in Canada. There they found a new sort of treasure-fur. The fur trade became one of the main French activities in America. However, the French did not attract many settlers. France allowed no freedom of religion, almost no self-government, not permit their settlers to trade with any other country. The result was that the French colonies grew very slow.

             1.2.5. The Dutch in the New World 
    
  The Dutch were also interested in expansion. In the late 1500s, the Dutch won their independence from Spain. The Dutch began exploring relatively late. In 1609, a group of Dutch merchants and bankers joined as partners in the Dutch East India Company, hired Henry Hudson, an English sea captain, to find a water route to the Far East through North America. Hudson failed to find this “North West Passage,” but he added to Europe’s geographical knowledge and Holland’s claim to part of North America by sailing down the Atlantic Coast from Newfoundland to Virginia. The Dutch established themselves in the valley of the Hudson between 1610 and 1630. During this trip, Hudson explored Cape Code and Delaware Bay and sailed partway up the broad river that now bears his name. 

  
  In 1621, the Dutch government chartered the Dutch East India Company to establish colonies in the Americas.  The company founded New Amsterdam on Manhattan Island at the mouth of the Hudson River. This settlement became a center for Europeans colonial trade. By the 1700s, however, Dutch power was declining and England had emerged as Europe’s leading maritime nation. 

       Activity 1.2
1. Explain why Portugal and Spain wanted to find a sea route to Asia? 

2. What sciences and new technologies led to voyages of explorations? 

3. Identify Prince Henry, Christopher Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan, Tordesillas,   

        Amerigo   Vespucci, Nunez de Balboa, Norsemen,   

4. Who claimed the present day Brazil for the Portuguese? 

5. Why did merchants form joint stock-companies?

6. Why and how did the Europeans discover the New World?

7. What added by the chief explorers to the knowledge of the Americans?

8. What were the effects of European expansion on the New World in the 15th and 16th centuries? 

                  Section 3:    Europeans Rivalry in the New World         
  Overview 

   
    The New World continued to attract the attention of most European nations in the 1500s and 1600s. In all, there were six European nations (Spain, Portugal, England, France, the Netherlands and Sweden) that finally became rivals in the settlement of the Americas. Competing for power and wealth, the nations developed new principles of international politics. One of these was the theory of mercantilism. Beginning in the 1600s, many Europeans followed this theory. This theory which held that state’s power depended on its wealth.     


          
          During the period of Europeans attempt to establish colonies in the New World, there had been rivalry and conflict of interest among themselves. One of which were the struggle between England and Holland, Spain and England, and France and England. 

                 1.3.1. The Conflict between England and Holland 

           In 1664, England and Holland went to war in Europe. In the meantime, many English poured into New Amsterdam. Meanwhile, New Amsterdam surrendered to an English fleet, and the Treaty of Breda (1667) which ended the war, recognized English possession of the whole of New Netherlands. Charles II handed over New Amsterdam and Northern part of the colony to his brother James, Duke of York, by whom it was, renamed New York. It was temporarily recaptured by the Dutch in the third Dutch War of 1672-74, but after that remained continuously in English hands. The smaller southern parts of the Dutch colony were given to two English noblemen: Jersey, which became New Jersey, and New York.

              1.3.2. The Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in the Caribbean Islands 

          Spain was dominant nation for a time but it gradually became less of a world power. During the 1500s, the English harassed their Spanish and Portuguese competitors. Sea captains turned to pirate raided Spanish ships for gold and silver. An Englishman Francis Drake sacked Spanish seaports in the Caribbean. In 1588, England defeated the great Spanish Armada, or fleet of warships. England, with its powerful navy, became a leading in world affairs, The Spanish Empire claimed little to all the islands in the Caribbean. There were substantial Spanish settlements in Cuba, Hispania and Puerto Rico. After Spain and the Netherlands went to war in 1621, the pace of English colonization increased by the mid-17th century .There were several English settlements on the Islands of Antigua, St. Kitts, Jamaica, Bahamas and Barbados.
               1.3.3. The English-French Confrontation 


    From the 16th to the 18th centuries, England’s more formidable North American rival was France. These two strongest powers fought four wars between the years of 1589 and 1763. The wars were fought in the oceans, Europe, India, Canada and the Ohio Valley of North America to establish a world empire.

  A)   King Williams War (1689-1697): Massachusetts colonial troops captured the French stronghold of Port Royal in modern Nova Scotia. However, by the Treaty of Ryswick in 169, the conflict ended. But the French soon moved to occupy the vast Mississippi Valley, established an outpost at Cahokia in 1699 and a fort at Kaskaskia in 1703. 

B) The War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1713) or Queen Anne’s War: In this war England was successful and won land in America. In reply to this the French began to develop their main plan in North America to link up the mouths of the Mississippi and St. Lawrence by a line of French forts and settlements. 

   By the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, England acquired newfound land, Acadia (renamed Nova Scotia and Hudson Bay region). In 1718, the French established New Orleans near the mouth of the Mississippi. The British countered by constructing Fort Oswego on Lake Ontario and fortifying the northern frontier against the pro-French Abenakis. War between England and France broke out again. 

C) The War of Austrian Succession (King Georges War), 1740-1748: This was a war in Canada, and the quarrels on the Ohio grew fiercer. The Treaty of Aix-la- Chappell which ended the war simply returned to each country the conquests it had made. This treaty brought no real peace in America. New England troops captured the French strong point of Louisburg. In retaliation, the French and their Indian allies raided Albany and burned Saratoga. 

D) The French and Indian War (1754-1763): Colonial rivalry in America led to open warfare. In this fighting, the French had many Indian allies. This gave France great strength. The war in America lasted from 1754 to 1763. It is called the French and Indian War because the British fought both the French and the Indian allied with the French. The French and India War began in the Ohio Valley. This large area was claimed by both the French and the British. In 1754, the French built Fort Duquesne at the Forks and in the following year an expedition of British troops and American volunteers commanded by General Braddock set out to attack it. The British general suffered a serious defeat at the hands of the French and their Indian allies. 

 
    In 1756, the conflict spread to Europe- the Seven Years War- when Britain and Prussia concluded an alliance against France which in turn allied itself with Austria and then, in 1762 with Spain. The struggle quickly turned into a “world war.” The war went badly for Britain until 1757. More brilliant triumph came in the summer of 1758 when General James Wolfe and an army took Louisburg and Quebec, the political and religious capital of French Canada in 1759 and in 1760 the capture of Montreal in Canada. The French forts were taken after initial failure. In February 1763, the Britain, France, and Spain signed the Treaty of Paris to end the war. By this treaty France:-:

· Ceded all its Canadian lands to Britain. 

· Forced to give up all its lands east of the Mississippi River, except New Orleans, to   

     Britain. 

· Ceded New Orleans and West of the Mississippi River to Spain, while the latter gave 
       Florida to England.    

            As a result of the Franco-Indian War, France lost its power in North America and Britain became not only the major American power but also a world leader. Britain had begun what soon would be the greatest of all colonial empires. Generally, it is possible to say that 1763 is a turning point in American history.

      Summary 

·   The first Americans traveled across a land bridge connecting Siberia and Alaska and spread throughout the Americas. These Native American civilizations developed highly organized societies. 

·  By the 1400s, Europeans had developed the technology, finance, and attitudes necessary to begin overseas voyages of explorations. Explorations led to empire building. Portugal, Spain, France, England, and the Dutch conquered lands in the Americas, Asia and Africa for European settlement and control. 

·  In the 1600s and early 1700s, the English founded settlement along the Atlantic coast of North America. Native Americans suffered from battles with colonists over land and from epidemics of European diseases.
     Self-Test Exercise -1

. 
I. Matching the Appropriate Items from Column “B” within Column “A” 

                 “A”                                                “B” 

1. Mound builders        A) An explorer who circumnavigated the world 

2. Bering Strait             B) A Confederation of five people in Northeast United States 

3. Magellan                   C) The first Europeans who touched America 

4. Tenochtitlan              D) The first English colonial settlement in America 

5. Norsemen                  E) An explorer who reached India through the southern tip of Africa

6. Iroquois                     F) A land bridge between Alaska and Siberia 

7. Francis Drake            G) Former name of the modern Mexico city 

8. Jamestown                 H) Commander of the English navy which destroyed the   

13.  John Cabo                                               Spanish Armada   
14.  Olmec                        I)  Explored the Atlantic  shores of present-day Canada 

                                          J) One of earliest Native Americans who developed advanced 

                                                   culture in  Mesoamerica

                                          K) People who were renowned in erecting a huge pile of    

                                                 stones in  Eastern Woodland

UNIT TWO
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

  Introduction

  The history of Latin America, beginning with the first voyage of Columbus, may be studied under four periods: Discovery and exploration (1492-1550); colonization and exploitation (1550-1800); liberation movements and independence (1800-1825); and sovereignty and self-development (1825…).

       Most of the countries of South America, Central America, Mexico and the West Indian Islands are known as “Latin America,” because they were colonized and transformed into Latin peoples of Europe_ the Spaniards mainly, the Portuguese and the French slightly. For 300 years Spain and Portugal held colonies in the Americas without facing threats to their rule. In the early 1800s, however, the situation changed. The peoples of Latin America revolted and won their independence. The Latin American Revolutions were inspired by the American and the French Revolutions. As a result, Latin Americans sought an end to colonial rule and joined independence movements. 

       This unit is divided into three sections: The first section deals with different causes of independence movements; section two provides you brief insights on struggles for freedom in some selected countries; and in section three you will learn the significance of the war of independence.

Objectives 

 After completing this unit, you will be able to: 

· Outline the main socio-economic and political condition of Latin America after the     

       Discovery. 
· Explain causes for the beginning of independence movements in different nations of 
       Latin America. 

· Discuss the course and effects of Latin America Revolutions. 

· Assess the impact of the Latin American Revolutions on other countries of the world. 

                      Independence Country of Latin American
· Mexico (1821) 


- United Provinces Central America 1823

· Brazil 1822 



- Haiti 1804

· Chile 1818 



- United Provinces of La Plata 1816

· Paraguay 1811 


- Argentine Confederation 1810

· Peru 1821 



- Uruguay 1814/1828

· Colombia 1819/1830 


- Venezuela 1830

· Bolivia 1825 



- Ecuador 1830 

                      Section 3: Significance of the War of Independence
         The revolution in Latin America between 1800 and 1825, leading to independence had various significances. Some of these were: 

a) The new independent nations of the continent had established their own republican form of government, filled with liberal constitutions, free economies, and guarantees of the rights of the governed. Though the democratic, they were often librated by power-hanging Latin American warlords called Cauldillos, the new republics represented clear victories for the revolutionary sprit; 

b) Most citizens of United States looked up on with sympathy and favor for the establishment of independent republics in Latin America;

c) In Europe, the liberals who favored nationalism and opposed autocracy viewed with pleasure the triumph of liberty and the gain for nationalism in Latin America;

d) In the British Isles and in France, there was much sympathy for the Latin American Revolution; 

e) The conservatives and the reactionaries, represented by the Congress of Vienna, and with great strength in Spain, Austria, Russia and Prussia, stood for the old order of things, and looked upon democratic revolution anywhere with much alarm; and 

f) The United States warned the power of Europe not to interfere in America. There must be no more “colonization” of America by European powers. This declaration of the United States certainly counted for much in protecting the new republics of the New World. 

      Summary 

· The peoples of Latin America had been struggling desperately to throw off the rule of   Spain and Portugal. The desires for freedom grow stronger all the time even though most of the revolts had been failed. 

·  Both internal and external factors contributed for the outbreak of independence movements in Latin America. Internally, a rigid social structure, economic and political restrictions, the imposition of Catholic Church, while externally, the Enlightenment ideas, the American Revolution, the French Revolution, and the Napoleonic Wars had dramatic impacts on the colonies of Spain and Portugal. By 1810, many colonists were in open revolt. 

·  Dedicated leaders such as Simon Bolivar and Jose de San Martin called as “Liberator of the North,” and “Liberator of the South,” respectively. They were great leaders who helped Latin Americans to achieve independence by the mid-1820s. The newly independent Latin American countries, however, lacked experience in self-government, and military dictators frequently came to power during the 1800s. Economic advancement was hampered by the huge social gap that divided wealthy land owners from impoverished farmers.
Self-Test Exercise-2

I. Choose the best Answer among the given alternatives and write the letter of your choice on the space provided

· Haiti is first successful Latin American revolt against European control was took place 

· Simon Bolivar is to whom do you associate a “Liberator” and Revolutionary leader of Venezuela who devoted his life to freeing Latin America from the rule of Spain? 

                                          UNIT THREE

THE USA IN THE POST REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD (1780s to 1860)

 Introduction 

        Dear learner! in the course Survey of European History  you have learned about what factors caused the American War of Independence (1775-1783) and how the Americans were able to win the war against British. This unit focuses on some of the issues that were happening within the United States during the years from the 1780s to about 1860. It tells you about postwar difficulties and squabbles, origin and development of the United States constitution, the growth of democracy, the rise of political parties, some of the great founders and organizers of the nation- Washington, Hamilton, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and Jackson, and other events during the first fifteen presidential administrations of American history. The unit concludes itself by discussing the causes, course and consequences of the War of 1812, the westward movement and nationalism versus sectionalism.

Britain, Spain, and Russia.

         3.4.2. The Mexican War (1846-48)

          Later acquisitions of new land from other nations proved to be easy or peaceful. In 1845 the Republic of Texas was annexed to the Unites States. By 1846 this territorial gain resulted in a conflict between the United States and Mexico that escalated into war. 

What main subjects of dispute between the United States and Mexico led to the Mexican War? 

          The causes of the Mexican war were numerous: 

     1. The Mexican government refused to recognize Texan independence. The Mexican government did not permit slavery in Texas. Hard feelings began to develop between the Mexican government and the Americans in Texas. The Mexican government limited self-government in Texas. The Americans who immigrated into Texas were supposed to become Mexican citizens. However, many of them continued to regard themselves as citizens of the United States. The hard feelings between Texans and the Mexicans government led to civil war. In 1836, they won independence from Mexico. The Lone Star Republic of Texas was founded. When Texas joined to the Union, Mexico broke off diplomatic relations with the United States. Thus, in taking over Texas, the United States also took over the hostility which the Mexicans felt toward the Texans. The United States also inherited a boundary dispute. Trouble soon began over the border between Mexico and Texas. 

       2. The second source of trouble between the two nations was a large debt owed by the Mexican government to United States citizens. Some of these Americans had provided loans or supplies to the Mexican when the Mexicans were fighting for their independence in 1821. The Americans had never been paid. Other Americans had lost their property, and their lives as a result of revolutionary disorders following independence.

    3. A third cause of difficulty with Mexico was the desire of the United States expansionists for additional Mexican territory, especially California. During the Mexican War, American forces took over the Southwest and California. The war was brief. There were three regions of American attack- California, New Mexico, and Mexico itself. The Californians rebelled against the United States. But they were quelled and by 1847 the land was safely annexed. The American troops also took Santa Fe’ and New Mexico. 

     In 1848, the United States defeated the Mexicans. Finally, a peace Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed between the US and Mexico on February 2, 1848. According to the treaty:

a) Mexico gave up a vast area that later formed all of California, Utah, and Nevada, and parts of Colorado, Arizona, Wyoming, and New Mexico to the United States. Mexico would also recognize and confirmed the Rio Grande as the Southwestern Texas boundary. 

b) In turn, the United States agreed to pay $15 million and to assume the $3.5 million of American citizens’ claims against the Mexican government. 

c) There was an appendix to this treaty in the Gadsden Purchase of 1853.

       Farther north, the United States argued with Great Britain over the exact borders of the Oregon country. In a treaty with Great Britain, the United States gained this vast region-Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. In 1853 James Gadsden, the American Ambassadors to Mexico, paid Mexico $10 million for 45,000 square miles(116,550 sq.km) of land in Southern New Mexico and Arizona, south of the Rio Grande. This completed the territorial expansion of the United States. With the Gadsden Purchase, the United States finally stretched from “Sea to Shining Sea.” This westward expansion brought new opportunities to settlers who forged communities and built states in the new lands. The expansion also brought suffering - loss of land, culture and often life- to Native Americans who had inhabited lands in the west for centuries. The results of the Mexican War were considerable in American history:
      Summary 

·   Under the Article of Confederation, the national government was weak and had difficulty in collecting taxes, enforcing laws, and mediating disputes between the states. 

·   The Constitution of 1787, created a powerful two- houses, Congress, a strong chief executive, and a national judicial system. 
·   The disagreement between Hamilton and people who believed that the federal government should not wield much power, eventually led to the formation of the nation’s first political parties: the Federalists and the Republicans. 

·  During Jefferson’s Presidency, a major event was the expansion of the United States boundaries towards the west, which led to the Louisiana Purchase that doubled the size of the United States.

·  Under James Madison, the United States involved in an unpopular war with Britain which finally ended in 1814 with the treaty of Ghent. 
·     After the War of 1812, a spirit of nationalism swept the United States. 

·  In foreign affairs, an assertive United States proclaimed the Monroe Doctrine in an effort to close the Western Hemisphere to further European colonization. 
· The period from the 1820s to the 1850s was a time of reform. During the administration of Andrew Jackson, the power of the Presidency increased, the American definition of democracy broadened, and the people began to expect more from their political system. 

·  During the second quarter of the 1800s, the United States expanded into new western territories. As a result of the end of Mexican War in 1848, the United States received territories such as Texas, California, and New Mexico.
· In the election of 1860, slavery was the basic issue which led Lincoln victorious representing the Republicans. Most of the Southern states secede from the Union and formed the Confederate state.
   Self-Test Exercise 

I. Matching the appropriate items from column “B” to column “A”
         “A”                                                        “B” 

1. Bill of Rights                  A) a  philosophy of America’s greatness, expansionism or  

2. Manifest Destiny                    trans continentalism 

3. Congress                         B) a document which contains basic personal rights 

4. Monroe Doctrine            C) the United States’ foreign policy which prohibits the  

5.   Kansas-Nebraska Act          European interference in the Western Hemisphere

    6.   Compromise of 1850       D) a Bill signed in 1854 to end slavery but it arouse the spirit of  

    7.   Guadalupe Hidalgo                sectionalism       

                                             E) Articles of confederation 

                                             F) A series of measures intended to narrow sectionalism, to 

                                                    satisfy northern and southern demand 

                                             G) A peace Treaty between the U.S.A and Mexico in 1848

                                             H) Legislative body in the U.S 

                                              I)  Executive body in the U.S 
II. Choose the best answer 

8. Which one of the following was not a member of “Founding Fathers” of the       

     Constitutional Convention that created a new constitution? 

               A. Abraham Lincoln                                          C. James Madison 

               B. George Washington                                       D. Alexander Hamilton 

1. The new constitution in the USA after 1787 had failed to achieve ____________

         A. Division of power between the state and the federal government 

          B. The formation of a Republic

          C. Separation of power among the organs of the federal government  

          D. None

2. Which of the following was the cause of the Mexican war (1846-48)? 

        A. the Texas complex

        B. the United States’ interest to expand and annex California, New Mexico and    

            Mexico 

        C. A large debt to be paid by the Mexican government to United States citizens 

        D. All of the above 
3. The main objective of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 was: 
           A. To remove the French presence from the western border of the United States

           B. To provide United States settlements with vast potential for expansion west of    

                 Mississippi River 

           C. Napoleon I demand to get finance against Great Britain 

           D.  All of the above            E.  None
4. Which one of the following statements is not true? 

         A. Multi party democracy was the main feature of the Era of Good Feelings 

         B. the Democratic Party followed anti slavery policy 

         C. the War of 1812 led to the growth of patriotism and nationalism in the US

         D.  After 1815, the Americans began to pay more attention to foreign affairs more    

                than domestic issues.
                                                                  CHAPTER FOUR
THE RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD (1865-1877)

        Introduction 

        The Southern part of the U.S.A lay in poverty and ruin as the war between states ended. Nearly all that it had built up and accomplished seemed to be wrecked. What happened to the South in the Civil War was a catastrophe with no parallel in America’s experience. The region in 1865 was a desolate place. Towns had been gutted, plantations burned, fields neglected, bridges and railroads destroyed. Many white southerners stripped of their slaves through emancipation. It would require a generation to get on its feet again. The task of reconstruction was enormous. 

         Dear learner! the unit, therefore, tries to outline the major plans and measures that have been undertaken by the Union’s successive leaders to reconstruct the South and the response of political parties, in the period under discussion. Moreover, the major social, economic, and political reconstructions conducted from 1865 to 1877 will be given due emphasis. The effects and positive and negative sides of the reconstruction will also be the other themes of the unit. 

Objectives 

After studying this unit, you will be able to: 

· Explain changes in southern society that occurred after the Civil War. 

· Compare the Lincoln’s and Johnson’s plans for Reconstruction with the plans of    

      Radical Republicans   
· Describe Southern resistance to reconstruction. 

· Discuss the political, social and economic changes in the South after Reconstruction. 

· Examine how the black codes and the return of former Confederates to power   

      affected the reconstruction
              Section 1: Socioeconomic and Political Reconstruction 

Overview 

. 
I. Match the appropriate items from column “B” within the items under column “A” 

        “A”                                                  “B” 

1. Ten-percent plan         A) a method in which the planters supplied the land to the 

2. Jim Crow                         tenant, in return, the tenant provided the labor for the  

3. Radical Republicans           common usage of the yield

4. Carpetbaggers              B) Northerners who wanted to punish the South after the                   

5. Scalawags                          Civil War 

      6.    Sharecropping             C) White Southerners who supported the Northerners 

7. Greenbacks                    D) Laws which legally segregated blacks from whites in    

                                                any daily life interaction in Southern United States
                                            E. Black Codes
                                            F.  Northerners who went to the South and held public offices 

                                            G. Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction      

                                                  to the Southerners how they readmitted to the Union 

                                            H. Currency issued during time of Civil War but could    

                                                  exchanged for gold or silver

                                             I. National banknotes 

                                             J. Wade-Davis Bill

                                                         UNIT FIVE
THE GILDED AGE (1865-1900)
Introduction

         Dear learner! in unit four you have seen how the United States mainly the South up to 1877, was rebuild or reconstructed after the Civil War.. But the post-Civil War period was not only the period of social, economic, and political Reconstruction, rather it was characterized by both great achievements and enormous problems.

        American political life reached a low point between 1865 and 1900. Corruption in the form of graft and bribery became almost routine activities in local, state and national governments. Both the Democratic and Republican parties came under the influences of lobbyists and other special interests. On the other hand, the cultural and intellectual life of the United States underwent a colossal transformation in the half century following the Civil War. Development in literature, painting, architecture, education and other popular culture made the United States one of the cultural centers of the world. 

Objectives

After completing this unit, you will be able to: 

· Analyze the characteristic features of Gilded Age.

· Identify the major causes of increased political corruption. 

· Explain some of the manifestations of corruption at local, state, and national levels. 

· Discuss the reforms made during the 1870s and the 1880s.

· Identify the problems farmers faced during the later 1800s. 

· Describe the developments in literature, art, architecture, and higher education. 

· Examine how various leisure activities or popular culture expanded

· Discuss the Populist movement, and 

· Explain the rise and fall of the Grange. 




 Section 1: A Blemished Image
 Overview
           This section discusses the major causes and forms of political corruption during the Gilded Age. It emphasis on how the rapid growth of cities contributed to corrupt city governments, many of them dominated by political machines and ruled by party bosses, were models inefficiency and corruption. Corruption was not limited to local government, but it also widespread at the state and federal levels.       
 5.1.1. Politics in the Gilded Age
 How “gilded age” was the political and cultural life of America in the generation following the Civil War? Did it perhaps contain some nuggets of real gold? 

In the Post Civil War period, the most ambitious and talented people were no longer to attracted to politics but to business. Indeed, politics became something a business. The goal of political entrepreneurs was to achieve power and position through political office often politicians were able to line their pockets with money. The Gilded Age deals with human types who came to the top of the social pile in the post Civil War era. The characters are self seeking, insincere, corrupt, hypocritical, coarse, and materialist. Beneath society’s glittering surface of growing wealth lay unsightly political corruption, ruthless economic warfare between businessmen, and a general lack of concern for the welfare of others. Some of the most outrageous examples of graft, or thievery in office, were those at the grass root levels of city government. A factor that contributed to corrupt city government was the rapid growth of cities. An alliance between business and politics that fostered corruption resulted. 

         Focus
The “Gilded Age” was an era of the generation following the American Civil War, referring to a thin veneers of imitation gold applied to a base metal. By contrast “Gold Ages” are eras of creativity, high ethical ideas, and benevolent political relationships. 

The Gilded Age was a phrase coined by authors of the period-Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner (1873) in a novel about corruption of Grant administration. In the years following the Civil War, politicians were irresponsible, loyalties were shallow, and money was tainted. 

          The most notorious of city machines was the “Tweed Ring” in New York City. In 1868 “Boss” William M. Tweed gained control of New York’s Democratic machine, known locally by the name of its central meeting place- Tammany Hall. For the next three years, he and his underlings managed to steal millions of dollars of city funds. The usual way this was done involved a process known as the “Kickback.” A kickback was an arrangement whereby contractors would pad, or increase, the amount of their bills for city work and pay or “Kickback” a percentage of that amounts to politicians in the ring. 

          Corruption was not limited to local governments. It also occurred at the state and federal levels. In addition to corruption, government in the late1800s was affected by a marked lack of leadership. Neither Congress nor the President provided the direction the nation needed. Corruption spread even to elections. In many states, big business stood to gain or lose large amounts of money as a result of legislative votes on various matters, such as tax rates and internal improvements. Thus companies spent large sums to influence votes. Businesses now began to employ lobbyists-people paid to represent a company or a special interest group. Money was also offered in the form of outright bribes. 

         In general, there was more corruption in state and local politics than in national politics. By far the worst misconduct in the federal government occurred when Grant was President. Grant had been a great general, but he was a poor President. Although he was personally honest, he seemed unable to distinguish descent people from dishonest. Dazzled by wealth, he fell under the sway of financial speculators, James J. Fisk and Jay Gould, who reaped millions of dollars from their relationship with the President. Members of Grant’s family, personal staff, and cabinet peddled influence and jobs in return for cash. Nearly all the Presidents of the time 1877-97 were colorless figures, men whom the “machine politicians” could control and who were unlikely to strike out any independent course. Four of them-Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-81), James A. Garfield (1881), Chester A. Arthur (1881-85), and Benjamin Harrison (1885-89, and 1893-7). Cleveland was a resolute man, abler than the other four, and courageous in following his own line. 

               Focus

The “machine politicians” were those party leaders or “bosses” who managed the party organizations worked the party “machines” at election times. Typical of them was Mark Hanna, a wealthy business man of Ohio, who got “Bill” McKinley, elected in 1896. 

         When the graft in his administration was uncovered, Grant declared that he would “let no guilty man escape.” However, he protected many accused of wrong doing from both inv

·   With industrialization and urbanization came political corruption. Scandals arose at every level of government.  Political machines dominated almost all major cities. 

·    Government in general lacked leadership, and reform effort met with limited success. Civil service reform finally came in 1883 with passage of the Pendleton Act. The society and culture changed as well. Education expanded and improved. Local-color writers like Mark Twain described their locals with realism and detail. 

·    Sporting events became a favorite leisure time activity as did vaudeville, penny newspapers, and dime novels. 

·    The prosperity of the Gilded Age did not extended to farmers, who were burdened with high costs, low incomes, and heavy debts. They organized into groups such as Granges and farmers’ alliances. Ultimately these groups turned to politics. The farmers jointed with labor and other reform groups to reform a new national, political party -the Populist Party. 

·    The Omaha platform of the Populist Party in 1892 clearly reflected the interests of the farmer. The Populist Party had some successes, but the movement died soon after William Jennings Bryan lost the 1896 Presidential election. 

Self-Test Exercise- 5 
I. Choose the best answer among the given alternatives and write the letter of your choice on the space provided 

1. Who illustrated the real features of the Gilded Age in his literary work?

A) Mark Twain                                         C) William Henry Harrison 

B) Henry James                                         D)  William Dean Howells 

2. In which one of the following levels of government did political corruption become rampant?

A) Cities         B) States         C) Federal                    D) All 

3.  The first kind of reform introduced by President Rutherford B. Hayes in the late 1870s was: 

A) Revision of the federal constitution    
C)  Interstate Commerce Act reform

B) Civil service reform 


D.) The Omaha platform

4. The Populist Movement was: 

A) A religious movement to spread Catholicism in the United States 

B) A feminist movement stood for the equality of women 

C) A group of Republicans who defended tariff as a means of nurturing fledging industries in the United States

D) A third farmers political party which formed to represent the interest of farmers

5. The Grant administration was characterized by: 

A) Honesty in politics 

B) Widespread of corruption at all levels of government 

C) Improvement of government efficiency and integrity 

D) The abolition of spoils system 
6. Which one of the following cultural lives developed during the Gilded Age?

A) Literature                                               C) Music and theater 

B) Sports and entertainment                       D) All of the above 
UNIT SIX

THE RISE OF BIG BUSINESS AND TRUSTS

Introduction 

        The United States developed into a great industrial power in the latter decades of the 19th century. By the year 1900, United States industrial production was the strongest in the world. This remarkable growth was the result of many factors. The growth did much to increase the wealth and improve the lives of many Americans. But the benefits were far from universal. While industrial titans and a growing middle class were enjoying prosperity without precedent in the nation’s history, workers farmers, and others were experiencing a disorienting and often painful transition that slowly edged the United States toward a great economic and political crisis. 

        Dear learner! this unit tells how the Unites States became a great industrial nation in the decades following the Civil War. It has three sections. The first section discusses about sources and factors for the industrial growth, of the big business and technological innovation. The second section deals with patterns of immigration. The last section concluded itself by discussing the growth of cities and problems resulting from an increase in the urban population.

Objectives

      After studying this unit, you will be able to: 

· Explain factors that caused American industry to grow so rapidly.

· Discuss the methods a big business used to became successful. 

· Identify who were captains of industry. 

· Explain Social Darwinism. 

· Examine the reasons why immigrants came to the United States. 

· Evaluate the relationships between the “natives” and new immigrants.

· Identify factors that led to the growth of cities during the late 1800s, and

· List the physical, social and political problems resulting from an increase in the urban population. 

                 Section 1: Industrialization Takes Hold  
Overview 


    The tremendous industrial growth that occurred in the United States after the Civil War resulted from foundations that had been laid over the previous half century. Agriculture flourished in the South and Mid-west, and manufacturing increased in the Northeast. A transportation network spread, people, products, and information across the nation. Yet greater growth was a head. 

6.1.1. Sources of Industrial Growth

  What were the causes for the rise of industries and the economic surge after 1865? 


     In the half century following the Civil War, the United States became the largest and richest industrial nation in the world. Between 1850 and 1900, the United States was becoming more and more industrialized. Immigrants and unemployed farm workers were pouring into the cities in search of jobs and the cities needed to house them. The end of the American Civil War in 1865 brought about many important political, social, and economic changes in the U.S.A. In politics, the supremacy of the federal government over state governments was established. One great social change was the end of slavery in the South. The biggest economic change was the expansion of the industrial system in the North. 


    The Civil War was stimulated the growth of certain industries, such as meat packing, flour milling, and cloth particularly uniforms and shoes, building of ships, and guns had to be manufactured. But the war was not responsible for the development of the oil and steel industries, and it temporarily setback some occupations, such as railroad and building construction. The industrial revolution came first to the North. It soon affected the whole nation. The rapid industrial development resulted from a number of factors: 

1.  The technological skill and inventiveness of the Americans. Rough measure inventiveness is given by the United States Patent Office records. 

2. Business leadership. There happened to be, an unusually large number of “Captains of Industry” with outstanding ability to organize and direct extensive and complicated business operations. Andrew Carnegie, Philip D. Armor John D. Rockfeller, J. Pierpent Morgan, and “Commodore” Vanderbilt, were the principal agents. 

3. A large and growing labor force supply. A Majority of workers in the unskilled and low paying industrial jobs were immigrants.

4. In addition, the rich natural resources of the country contributed to its industrial growth vast stores of natural resources-- oil, coal, iron ore, and other mineral, as well as timber and fertile soils were available within the United States. 

5. Government policies also favored industrial development. Much of the fertile lands originally owned by the federal government were given to businessmen and corporations. High tariffs protected manufacturers from foreign competition; government loans and land grants encouraged the building of railroads; and the national banking system provided a uniform and dependable currency (the national banknotes). Neither the federal government nor the state government interfered with business activities by seriously attempting to regulate them. 

6. Finally, the United States constituted a great and expanded domestic market for the products of manufacturing the kind of mass market that mass production requires. The population more than doubled between 1860 and 1900, growing from less than 32 million to more than 75 million. Trade flowed freely from one part of the country to another without restrictions. The construction of new railroads, creating a nation-wide rail network, made it possible to move finished products as well as raw materials rapidly from sellers to buyer. 

           6.1.2. Growth of Big Business

     Define corporation, trust 

    The rapid industrial growth and transformation going on the United States had a number of effects on the country: 

a) Machines were able to produce goods in large quantities than the old way of making goods in the home by hand. This in turn, meant lower price.  As a result, more people could afford to buy the goods. 

b) With the growth of industry came the growth of cities. Many people from farm areas took jobs in city factories. 

c) Industry replaced agriculture as the major economic activity of the American people. The entire nation took a greater interest industry and trade. However, the United States continued to the world in agricultural production. 

d) Transportation and communication improved. Rapid transportation and communication made possible the rise of large scale industry. Big business in the late 19th century depended up on the railroad lines from coast to coast and improvement of railroad service and development of type writer and a national telegraph system. 

    Other forms of transportation were also improved:  in land waterways, highways after 1890s led to a new invention-the bicycle, automobile, and postal service message were delivered faster. Two inventions that further helped to facilitate were the typewriter and telephone. The first practical writing machine was developed by Christopher L. Shores and his associates between 1867 and 1872. In 1874, they arranged for the well known gun makers E. Remington and Sons to manufacture a number of typewriters; telephone, by Alexander Graham Bell.

e) An increasing number of corporations were formed. A corporation is a business that sells shares of ownership to the public. The shares are called stock. Selling the stock makes it possible to raise large sums of 
                                           Summary 

· The United States had all the necessary ingredients for industry to grow - abundant natural

and human resources, investment money, a free enterprise economic system, and new

inventions and technology. 

· By 1900 huge companies dominated the economy. Corporations, monopolies, and thrusts 

became the norm. Industrial leaders used social Darwinism to justify their actions 

·  An important influence on labor was the large numbers of immigrants who provided

unskilled labor for urban industries. They were primarily southern and eastern Europeans and

Chinese immigrants who flocked to the cities, where they created their own ethnic 

communities. Their unfamiliar languages and customs aroused anti-immigration sentiment. 

·  Along with the influx of immigrants, rural Americans came to the rapid growing cities. In this urban environment that was faced with daunting human and technical problems, a new way of life evolved. 

   Self-Test Exercise- 6 

I. Match the appropriate items from column “B” within the items under column “A”
                        “A”                                                                           “B” 

1. Thomas Alva Edison                      A) Survival of the Fittest 

2. Andrew Carnegie                           B) Invented the incandescent light and phonograph

3. Social Darwinism                           C) Telephone 

4. Alexander Graham Bell                 D) Gospel of  Wealth 

5. William Sumner                             E) People’s leaving their home lands to settle 
                                                                   elsewhere

6. John D. Rockefeller                        F)Folk ways 

7. Immigration                                    G) Standard Oil Company 

                                                              H)People’s coming to settle permanently in a foreign   

                                                                   land 

I) Urbanization

II. Fill in the blank space 

8. When corporations in the same business united among themselves and formed a large    

       companionship it is called __________________________

9. The movement of people into the cities resulted in the _____________, or the spread 
     of city life, of the industrialized countries
10. After the late 1880s, a large number of “New Immigrants” came from nations of   ________________and ___________________ parts of Europe to the United States. 

11. ___________________________is a business organization owned by stockholders 
    who buy shares in the company and vote on major decisions concerning the future of     

          the business. 

12. Write the four “Big Business Barons” of the United States the year after 1865. 
13. Write at least six  factors  that caused for the growth of industry in the United States 

UNIT SEVEN

THE GROWTH OF IMPERIALISM IN THE U.S.A

Introduction 
         At one time the United States had little need to look beyond its own borders for growth. Raw materials were abundant, and the home market was immense. By the 1890s, the country had developed into a great industrial nation, able to compete with European producers. 

         The foreign policy of the United States before the late 19th century had been dominated by two ideas. The first was President Washington’s isolationist warning against entering into “entangling alliances.’’ The second was President Monroe’s warning to Europe against interference in the Americas. War with Spain, however, resulted in a more aggressive foreign policy and the acquisition of overseas colonies. Suddenly, the United States had become a major world power. 

        Dear learner! this is the seventh unit of the module. It has three sections. The first section describes how increased United States’ economic and political power led to the acquisition of an overseas empire and assumed responsibilities in many areas of the world. Section two deals with imperial America and how confrontation with Spain resulted in war over Cuba and why Americans moved away from a policy of isolationism and building empires. Section three focuses on United States’ foreign policy and its relations with the rest of the world, particularly with Latin America and the Far East across the Pacific, with China.

       Objectives 

After completing this unit, you will be able to:

· Explain why the United States acquired overseas territories and the main features of 

       imperialism. 

· Discuss the emergence of the United States from isolationism. 

· Examine the reasons why the United States declared war on Spain and its results. 

· Describe the reasons for the involvement of the Philippines in the war.
· Analyze the American foreign policy and how did Latin Americans respond to the   

      growth of American influence in their region
· Give examples of Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” diplomacy. 

· Evaluate why the United States pursued an active foreign policy in the Far East. 

· Discuss the goals and results of the United States’ “Open Door” policy in China. 

· Explain America’s concerns over the Russo-Japanese War 

        Section 1: America Looks Overseas

 Overview

         Beginning in the 1500s, European nations built vast colonial empires. By the mid-1800s, many of these colonies had become independent. The industrial revolution caused new empire building. Germany, France, Belgium, Portugal and Japan joined the race for colonies. The United States had grown entirely by expansion. 

         In the last years of the 19th century, with little potential left for territorial growth on the North American continent, United States expansionism moved into a new phase. In the past, the nation had generally annexed land adjacent to its existing boundaries into which American citizens could move relatively easily and which could ultimately become states of the Union. But the expansionism of the 1890s, the new Manifest Destiny involved acquiring possessions separate from the continental United States. 
 7.1. 1. The Beginning of Overseas Expansion 

1. Define imperialism

2. Explain the main reasons for the growth of imperialism in the 1800s. 


  During the 1880s, the foreign policy of the United States was expanded to include the winning of colonies. Many Americans became interested in the idea of imperialism. Before the 1880s, the United States had little interest in imperialism. The nation was engaged mainly in expanding westward and in building industries at home. The United States followed a policy of isolationism. But by the end of the 1880s, the United States had become more interested in imperialism. Some of the reasons were:

1. The United States wanted greater prestige. Gaining colonies across the world would strengthen the prestige of the United States. 

2. Industrial Revolution. The closing of the United States frontier in the 1880s and 1890s released energy for new projects. The Industrial Revolution had brought new wealth to Americans. Many investors had surplus money to invest in foreign lands. After the 1880s, there was a steady flow of United States money to foreign territories. Imperialism appealed to these investors as a way to protect their interests in foreign lands. 

3. The need for raw materials. New colonies would be sources for raw materials. These colonies would also be markets for surplus manufactured goods. 

 
    Before the Civil War, the United States had enlarged its boundaries repeatedly, by 1853; they embraced the whole area of the present adjoining forty-eight states. The spirit of expansion_ of Manifest Destiny remained strong in the 1850s and additional territories have been acquired. After the war, Alaska (1867) and the Midway Islands (1867) were obtained, but further expansion had to wait because the American people were preoccupied with the reconstruction of the South, the settlement of the west, and the development of the industrial system.

Why further expansion was delayed after 1850s? 


     The American expansion of the 1890s- the new Manifest Destiny differed in important ways from the expansionism of earlier times. That of the early 19th century had been concerned with obtaining new territories which were: 

A) Contiguous to the already existing territory of the United States

B) Sparsely populated and suitable for settlement by migrating Americans, and 

C) Expected to be organized sooner or later as states. 

The new expansionism, on the other hand, was concerned with the acquisition of territories which were 

1. Separated from the United States by water, by thousands of miles of it in some cases

2. Already densely populated or otherwise unsuitable for settlement by Americans, and 

3. Expected to remain indefinitely, if not forever, in a territorial or colonial condition. 

        The acquisition of overseas territories or the exertion of influence or control over them is often called imperialism. In the case of the United States as well as that of the late 19th century was an outgrowth of both nationalism and industrialism. Colonies were desired as means of increasing a nation’s strength; they could serve as the bases and coaling stations up on which the steam-powered navies of that time depended. Colonies were also desired as means of increasing a nation’s prosperity and wealth. Colonies were expected to serve as places for disposing of surplus products, excess funds (in railroads and other enterprises), and producing scarce raw materials. 

   Focus

The term imperialism is a Latin word from the day of the Roman Empire. Imperialism means one country’s domination of the political, economic and social life of another country. About 2, 000 years ago, imperial Rome controlled most of the Mediterranean World. By the end of the 1800s, many European countries together with the United States controlled nearly the entire world. The era between 1800 and 1914 has come to be known as the Age of Imperialism. 



  Section 3: American Foreign Policy 
  Overview 

              Americans expected President Roosevelt to adopt an aggressive foreign policy. Roosevelt was resolved that the United States should be a great power. In the Western Hemisphere, he enlarged the scope of the Monroe Doctrine and secured United States domination of the Caribbean. In the Pacific and East Asia, he attempted to keep a balance of power and restrain first Russian and the Japanese ambitions.     
Self-Test Exercise 7 

I. Match the appropriate items from column “B” within the items under column “A” 

              “A”                                               “B” 

1. Isolationism                              A) An American warship exploded in Havana Harbor,   

                                                             Cuba 

2. Big Stick Policy                       B) Leader of Cuban Revolution against Spanish rule.

3. Maine                                       C)An aggressive foreign policy followed by Roosevelt       in many 

4. Jose Mariti                                    United States’ negotiations 

5. Open Door Policy                     D) United States’ foreign policy over China 

                                                        E) Dollar diplomacy 

                                                        F. Separation from the political affairs of other    

                                                            countries, established by George Washington 

                                                        G) Manifest Destiny 

                                                        H) Monroe Doctrine 

II. Choose the best answer for the following questions 

6. A huge area which was purchased from Russia to the United States in 1867 was: 

A) Hawaii          B) Alaska                   C) Texas           D) California         E) Pago Pago    

7. The Roosevelt Corollary: 

A) Reduced the power of the Monroe Doctrine 

B) Was an extension of Monroe Doctrine which gave the United States the right to intervene in Latin America and to prevent European intervention there 

C) Limited United States’ power in Latin America 

D) Granted European powers the right to rule Latin America 

E) None 

8. During the age of imperialism U.S.A’s overseas expansion mainly focused on: 

A) Africa and Norwest America


D)  Alaska and Texas 

B) The Caribbean and Pacific Islands 

E)  Mexico and Venezuela 

C) Middle East and Far East 

9. Who was the most influential man and advocator of American imperialism? 

A) Truman                                         D) Abraham Lincoln 

B) George Washington                     E) None 

C) Alfred T. Mohan  

10. Which one of the following countries was the cause for the outbreak of 1898 Spanish- American?

A) Puerto Rico                          D) Hawaii 

B) Cuba                                     E) the Philippine Islands 

C) Guiana 

11. As a result of the Spanish-American War the United States took over:

A) Hawaii and Samoa                                                  D) Alaska 

B) The Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico                E) None 

C) Mexico and Brazil

12. Except one, the following events promoted for the development of imperialism and establishment of overseas empire in America: 

A) The need for raw materials

D)  A belief in racial superiority

B) The demand for greater prestige         E)   None

C) The rise of fascism
UNIT EIGHT

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA, 1893-1920

Introduction 


   Well before the turn of the century, many Americans had become convinced that the rapid industrialization and urbanization of their society had created intolerable problems, that the nation’s most pressing need was to impose order on the growing chaos and to curb industrial society’s most growing injustices. In the early years of the new century, that out took acquired a name Progressivism. 

       In the late 1800s, the Grangers and Populists had sought to resist corrupt government and unfair business practices. By 1900 their installed efforts were given fresh life by a new group of reformers- progressives. These optimistic, largely urban middle class reformers were confident in their ability to improve government and the quality of life. Their reforms were based not only on traditional democratic values but also the new philosophy of pragmatism and study of the social sciences.

        Dear learner! this unit has four sections. The first section describes the sources and varieties of progressivism. Section two gives a cross section picture of the reformers and of their successes. The third section deals with some limits of the progressives. The last section is about White House reformers focusing mainly on the United States Presidents: Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson.
 Objectives

At the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

· Explain the sources and types of reform that progressive leaders advocated. 

· Discuss the role of muckrakers, social gospel, women and other reformers in   

      indentifying social ills and promoting social change.
· Examine how methods and strategies used in business and education influenced   

      social reform. 

· Analyze why reform efforts were successful in correcting the worst abuses of big   

      business and

      government and how reforms strengthened democracy. 

· Describe the advances made by social reformers and government in protecting adult   

       and child  workers.   
· Mention some of the limitations of progressivism 

· Describe progressive attitudes towards immigrants and social minorities and explain  

      how African-American leadership changed
· Examine why Theodore Roosevelt became known as a “trust buster” and his legacies   

      to the United States.   
· Identify Taft’s leadership and reactions of the public to him. 

· Explain how a split in the Republican Party helped lead to Woodrow Wilson’s 
      election in 1912 

· List the accomplishments of Wilson’s domestic and foreign policies. 
                Section 1: Sources of Progressivism                        
Overview


   The 1900s saw many challenges and opportunities for change. As city populations exploded with immigrants and rural Americans attracted by jobs, squalid slums and workers discontent also grew. In the face of threats of radical changes, a variety of moderate reformers worked to protect, preserve, and improve American society. 

                        8.1.1. Origins of Progressivism 
1. What were the roots and accomplishments of Progressivism?
2. How did the view of the progressives differ from the laisser-faire views of the early  
      1800s? 
                               Focus
 
Progressivism was, first, an optimistic vision. Progressives believed, as their name implies, in the idea of progress. They believed that society was capable of improvement and that continued growth and advancement were the nation’s destiny.

       Historians usually refer to the first sixteen years of the twentieth century as the Progressive Era. In these years, many Americans devoted themselves to a reform movement that sought to eliminate the worst economic, social, and political injustices from their society. Since these Americans believed in the idea of social progress, their program is known as the Progressive movement
        The progressive movement did not come to life suddenly as the new century began; it had its roots in the American past. It also was affected by reform programs in Europe. The new views first appeared in the cities during the 1890s. A little later they came to the state houses. Finally, about 1904 or 1905, they arrived in Washington D.C.  When they did, they were given the name “Progressivism” and they helped transform the nation. 

Which region of the nation was first to grant women suffrage? 
I)  Consumer Protection 
     
Progressives argue that consumers had no way of knowing when meat was prepared under unsanitary conditions. 
a) Regulating the Insurance Industry 
        In 1905, Charles Evans Hughes, a lawyer who worked for the New York legislature, investigated the insurance industry. He uncovered bribery of elected officials and huge salaries insurance executives paid to themselves and to family members they hired. Consequently, New York and later other states passed laws to regulate insurance companies and to protect the interest of policyholders. 

b) Making Buildings Safer 
         Building codes prohibited some of the worst features of tenements by setting minimum requirements for light and air, fire escapes, room size and sanitation. 

c) Ensuring the Safety of Food and Medicine 
        Passage of pure food and drug laws demonstrated the effectiveness of the muckrakers in influencing consumer protection. The Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act of 1906 were the first steps taken to safeguard America’s health by outlawing harmful foods and drugs. These laws regulated the content and inspection of food, prohibited the use of addictive drugs in non prescription medicines, and required accurate labels on food and drug products. State governments followed with similar legislation to regulate food and drug that did not cross state lines. 

II) Protecting Workers 
      One of the grim realities of industrialization was the frequency of industrial accidents. 

a) Workers’ Compensation 

    Workers who suffered industrial accidents had little protection. Employers argued that industrial accidents were not caused by unsafe conditions but by carelessness and they often fired employees who were seriously disabled. 

Progressives joined labor union leaders to pressure state legislatures for workers’ compensation laws. These laws established insurance funds into which employers made payments. In 1902, Maryland was first to pass such legislation, and by 1911 ten of the states had workers’ compensation laws on the books. Related progressive legislation established state agencies to inspect factories, limited workers’ hours, and attempted to end crowded, unsanitary work environments. 

b) Protecting Women 

 
    Many progressives were especially interested in improving working conditions for women. By 1900, about 20% of all workers were women, and progressive reformers believed women workers needed special protection. In 1903, Muller V. Oregon passed a law limiting female factory workers to a 10-hour day. Employers challenged the law as violating a woman’s civil right to work as long as she chose, and in 1908 the case was appealed to the Supreme Court. The court began to weigh what was best for society when it decided cases. In so doing, it took the first step toward becoming an instrument of social reform. 

c) Protecting Children 

   The campaign against child labor was one of the most emotional progressive labor reforms. Urban children found factory work dangerously monotonous and conditions often unhealthy or unsafe. Reformers established a national child labor committee in 1904 to campaign for the abolition of child labor. Public opinion was so stirred that by 1914 all but one state set a minimum age for employment and many established other limits on child labor as well. 

How was child labor reform achieved? 

III) Other Reforms 
Although many reformers directed many of their energies at the political process, they also felt in other area such as:

      - Public utilities 
                - to curb prostitution 

       -Health, recreation, and education,  - to limit divorce

     - to restrict immigration               - the fight against alcohol use and others (temperance                                                                                                                 

                                                                             crusade 


     The progressive era was also a time when reformers called for regulation of public utilities such a street carlines, waterworks, and electric light companies. It resulted in play grounds and dental clinics for children. Progressive also began to show concern about American’s natural resources. State and federal governments passed conservation laws and set aside public recreation areas. The reform impulse also resulted in great progress in education.


     The reformers crusaded on behalf of what they considered moral values. There were campaigns to eliminate alcohol from national life, to curb prostitution, and to limit divorce. Many progressives considered the elimination of alcohol from American life a necessary step in restoring order to society. And there were efforts to restrict immigration or curb the power of monopoly in the industrial economy. 

                   Section 3:  Limits of Progressivism                       
Overview
       While progressivism resulted in many lasting changes, the reform had its limits. Much progressive reform was based on traditional American attitudes about race, sex and nationalism. As a result, not all Americans shared equality in the benefit of reform.
                  8.3.1. Some Limits of Progressivism 


 Progressivism was not a complete success even in its own terms. While progressivism resulted in many lasting changes, reform had its limits. It did not end the dangers inherent in a society with large inequalities of wealth and power; it did not end the insecurity that afflicted many Americans. Much progressive reform was based on traditional American attitudes about race, sex and nationalism. As a result, not all Americans shared equally in the benefit of reform. It would remain to later generation to tackle these problems again, with some greater success. 


      Even though the achievements of the progressives did not fulfill their hopes, they had fought for political and corporate honesty, for social justice, and for high public morals. The United States was more honest and more just in her politics and economics than at any time in the past. Most Americans had a better chance to enjoy a better life with the progressive reforms in effect than with them. The reformers of 1900-1917, were the first generation to grapple with the problems of an urbanized nation. For all their failings, they laid the foundation for much that would follow. Despite the failure of most progressives, progressive reform helped change American society in a number of ways. Although they excluded large groups from their efforts, the progressives expanded democracy, reformed the education system, and improved the quality of life for millions of men, women, and children. 

                      Section 4: Progressivism and White House Reformers, 1900-1914 

Overview

       After the turn of the century, progressive reforms at the national level were aided by three strong-minded presidents: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson. These Presidents had different political philosophies, styles, and temperaments. Yet each worked to control big business, gain protection for workers, and protected the American people from social evils. 

                   8.4.1. Theodore Roosevelt (1901-08)
          After the assassination of William McKinley by Leon Czolgosz on September 6, 1901, his Vice President Theodore Roosevelt moved up to the Presidency of the United States. Roosevelt, the “Cowboy,” the reformer, was the first president to work for reform on a national scale. In his first annual message to Congress, he recommended a cabinet level department of commerce and labor to protect labors rights and to publicize inflated corporate earnings, stronger measures to protect the country’s forests and conserve its national resources. He introduced a new reform program based on progressivism. 

               8.4.1.1. The Square Deal 

The Trustbuster 

    Roosevelt described his approach to social problem as the “Square Deal,” a belief of that all people should have an equal opportunity to succeed through strong personal ethics, a sense of fairness, and adherence to the spirit of the law. He promoted the idea that the cure for the evils of unrestrained individualism was not socialism but moderate reform. During this time, industries were merging at an all time high rate. This rash of mergers promoted Roosevelt to urge Congress to pass legislation regulating big business. 

        Although Roosevelt was not a trustbuster at heart, he made a few highly publicized efforts to break up combinations. He talked of trust busting and of giving a “square deal” to labor. He was genuinely humanitarian, very willing to do battle with the trust, and ready to make more extensive use of the power of the government than any of his predecessors. 

What was Roosevelt’s attitude toward the trusts? What was the result of his effort to 
    control them? 

         When Congress did not respond, Roosevelt turned to the American people to garner support for his program. The response was overwhelming. Government leaders responded with a series of moves designed to limit the trusts. In 1902, he ordered the justice department to invoke the Sherman Antitrust Act against a great new railroad monopoly in the North-west, the Northern Securities Company, asking that it be broken up because it violated the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890. In 1904, the Supreme Court ruled that the Northern Securities Company had violated the law and must be dissolved. 

        Roosevelt was not opposed to all trusts. He believed the government should leave honest corporations alone only the trust that damage the public or worked outside the law should be regulated or broken up. In his words, “We draw the line against misconduct, not against wealth.”Roosevelt also understood that trust busting suits could not prevent monopolies. Bringing cases to court could force even the most powerful trust to obey the law.  Roosevelt’s reputation as a trustbuster grew. Eventually, Congress followed Roosevelt’s lead and passed new laws that protected the people. 

           The Coal Strike of 1902 
     What were the causes of the strike?
        One of the most prolonged strikes in United States history started in May 1902, when nearly 150,000 mine workers led by John Mitch walked out of the anthracite coal industry of eastern Pennsylvania .Terrible conditions precipitated this strike: low wages, frequent layoff, union recognition, an eight working hour day and the requirement to live in cheaply built company towns. The strikers drew widespread public support.    

         The mine operators said that operators would never deal with them called the union leaders anarchists and criminals.  Roosevelt and a majority of the voters were offended by the owner’s arrogance and indifference to the public’s welfare. He asked both the operators and the miners to accept impartial federal arbitration. The owners refused to budge. So, Roosevelt threatened to seize the mines and operate them with federal troops. 

        A five-man commission would be appointed by the President to arbitrate differences. The Commission (arbitrators) worked out a settlement that corrected some of the worst abuses in the mines, granted the miners a working day of nine hours and a ten percent wage increase, but not union recognition. What was most significant about Roosevelt’s action was not its drama, but its departure from Precedent. In the past, government either had intervened only on the side of business. By showing that he was not afraid to fight business, Roosevelt won considerable prestige. It was at best a mixed result, but not many Americans, as Roosevelt described, a “square deal”, for business, labor, and the general public. 


   Theodore Roosevelt tried to extend his square deal further. He did a great deal. 

· The Elkins Act of 1903. This act curbed the policy of giving rebates and charging unfair prices to some shippers. 

· The Hepburn Railroad Regulation Act of 1906 passed by Congress which strengthened the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), established in 1887 the power to control maximum railroad rates. 

· Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act in June 1906 passed by the Congress, the first law prohibited the manufacture or sale of adulterated or mislabeled food and drugs in interstate commerce. 
 • Efforts at conservation of natural resources: As a hunter rancher and lover of nature         Roosevelt strongly supported a program of land, water, minerals and forest conservation. In 1891, Congress enacted the Forest Reserve Act, empowering President to set aside land for national forest and withdraw forest lands from the public domain. He naturally championed the conservation movement. In 1902, he signed the National Reclamation Act, better known as the Newland Act (named for its sponsor, Nebraska Congressman Francis Newlands). It allowed the federal government to use the money it obtained from the sale of public lands in western and southern western states to pay for the construction of dams, reservoirs and canals- projects to develop irrigation for cultivation and (years later) provide cheap electric power. Conservation of the forest reserves soon emerged as a chief political objective of Roosevelt’s president. Saving the forests had become national policy. Roosevelt created a lasting national interest in conservation. 
The Panic of 1907 
        Despite the flurry of reforms, Roosevelt was able to enact, the government still had relatively little control over the industrials economy. That became clear in 1907, when a serious panic and recession began. The country narrowly averted a serious depression when a major New York bank closed its doors, setting off a wave of panicky deposit withdrawals   from other banks. The banking system and the stock market had displayed pathetic inadequacies. Once again, irresponsible speculation and rampant financial mismanagement had helped shatter prosperity that many had come to believe was now permanent. 

        Many economists and other people believed that the panic had been caused by the inability of banks to expand currency and credit not by the breaking up of the trusts. So, Congress passed an emergency law in many 1908, the Aldrich-Vreeland Emergency Currency Act, which sought to make the currency elastic by authorizing national banks to issue circulating notes on a more liberal basis than in the past. 
               8.4.2. The Taft Presidency 
         Theodore Roosevelt left the White House in March 1909 convinced that William Howard Taft, his hand- picked successor, would carry on in his progressive steps and policies. Taft promised to continue the Square Deal program and to revise the tariff. But at heart he was a conservative Taft entered the White House on a wave of good feeling. 

Taft took office in troubled times. One of the first issues to demonstrate Taft’s political ineptness was that of the tariff. From the beginning of the progressive era, many people had demanded a reduction of the high Dingley Tariff of 1897. 

       In March 1909, the Republican House of Representatives passed a tariff revision bill introduce by Serene E. Payne of New York, cutting rates sharply. This bill ran afoul of Rhode Island’s Nelson W. Aldrich when it came to the Senate. A businessman himself as well as a stand patter, Aldrich threw out most of the House bills lowered schedules. The result was the feeble Payne-Aldrich Tariff, which tariff rates scarcely at all and in some areas actually raised them. Nonetheless, Taft signed the bill and there by broken his promise. This angered many progressives. The progressives resented the president’s passivity and were of suspicious of his motives. A small group of Midwestern Senators, led by Wisconsin’s La Follett, fought the bills. They considered Taft’s performance a repudiation of Roosevelt’s policies and betrayal of the party’s promises to the public.  


    Nevertheless, Taft’s record on progressive measure was not all bad. Some important changes beneficial to the people were taken place under his administration: Two new amendments to the constitution were proposed in 1913; the Sixteenth Amendment, giving Congress the power to impose an income tax, and the Seventeenth Amendment which provided for the election of senator’s directly by the people, went into effect in May 1913; in addition, two new states were admitted to the Union in1912, Arizona and New Mexico, bringing the total up to 48; in June 1910, Congress passed the Mann-Elkins Act which gave the Interstate Commerce Commission to regulate telephone, telegraph, and cable companies; and a Parcel-Post Service postal savings bank were created, for the inexpensive and reliable delivery of packages and making many post offices safe and convenient banks. 

        Except for the antitrust suits, most of these measures passed primarily because progressives pushed them. Regardless of Taft’s accomplishments, Progressives turned against him. Progressives were too harsh in their criticism of Taft. The breaking point between President Taft and the progressives Pinchot-Ballinger was dispute over conservation policies. Richard A. Ballinger, Secretary of the Interior reopened some water-power sites in Montana and Wyoming to development by private companies and to bankers some federal coal reserves in Alaska. 

Republican Split
 
     Immediately following the Ballinger-Pinchot controversy, came an outbreak of Insurgent Republicanism in the House of Representatives. The Insurgent Republicans also clashed with Taft over Congressional reorganization. They had long feuded with the old Guard Republican speaker of the House, Joseph G. “Uncle Joe”, Canon, a man fiercely opposed to progressive legislation. The speakers had come to enjoy power over legislation in some ways greater than that of the President. He appointed all committees and making himself chairman of the committee. He was a friend of corporations and an opponent of conservation. 

        In 1909, the Progressive Republicans in the house made plan to limit Cannon’s power. Taft disliked Cannon but declined to help the insurgents, claiming that the speaker was too deeply entrenched to be ousted. The revolt failed, and some of the insurgents suspected that Taft had betrayed them. Many Insurgent Republicans had voted with the Democrats. The Republican Party was split. In the November elections, the Republican Party suffered a major defeat. In 1910, Roosevelt returned from his travels in Africa and Europe. Popular indignation was so great that the Congressional elections of 1910 resulted in a sweeping Democratic victory. In spite of Roosevelt’s intention to remain out of politics, Taft’s disappointing performance as President soon drew Roosevelt back into the political arena. 

        Roosevelt aligned himself with the Insurgent in the Republican Party or “Progressive Republicans”. In a speech at Osawatomie, Kansas, during the Congressional election of September 1, 1910, Roosevelt spoke of a new set of policies that he called the “New Nationalisms,” whose central point was the need of more government inference to secure the wellbeing of the public. Roosevelt’s speech was considered an attack on Taft’s more conservative ways. The Progressives greeted the call for the New Nationalism with joy. Not all Republican Progressives favored Roosevelt. Many Progressives supported Senator La Follette of Wisconsin for the Presidency. In January 1911, prominent insurgent leaders formed the National progressive Republican League. Others hoped that Roosevelt would again seek the Republican nomination. When La Follette suffered a temporary nervous collapse, however, the Progressives turned to Roosevelt for the 1912 Presidential nomination. 

         The Election of 1912

Compare and contrast the campaigns of Taft, Wilson and Roosevelt. What factors enabled Wilson to win the election of 1912? 
       Roosevelt finally agreed to run for President as the Republican candidate. Throughout the spring of 1912, Roosevelt and Taft battled for Republican delegates. The Taft forces, however, had immense advantage of controlling the party machinery through his patronage power. Most of the delegates went to Taft. In a dispute over the seating of delegates at the convention, Taft won almost all the seats because his supporters controlled the convention. Angered Roosevelt’s delegates refused to participate in the voting and stormed out of the hall. Taft was re-nominated on the first ballot. 

         About six weeks later, early in August, the Roosevelt forces met in Chicago to form a new political party -the Progressive Party and nominate Roosevelt for President. The Party was known as the “Bull Moose” party, got its name from Roosevelt that he declared he was ready to ran for office or ‘’as strong as” a bull moose. With Roosevelt as their candidate, the Progressives adopted a reform platform. This platform included a more direct democracy through such means as the initiative, referendum, and recall in federal matters; conservation of natural resources; women’s suffrage; the recall (by citizens petitions) of state court decisions; tariff reduction; a commission to regulate interstate industry as well as interstate commerce; a more stringent pure food and drug law; old age pensions; minimum wage and maximum hours laws; and the prohibition of child labor. The behavior of Roosevelt split the Republican Party and was a golden opportunity for the Democrats. The Democrats nominated Woodrow Wilson, the governor of New Jersey. The platform Wilson’s party adopted also called for reforms that progressives always had wanted, Wilson and Roosevelt both campaigned as progressives. This led to that Taft practically dropped out of the running. The real competitors were Roosevelt and Wilson. 

        To distinguish his program from the New Nationalism by Roosevelt, Wilson thought up the phrase “New Freedom”. Although there appeared to be little distinction between the philosophies of the two candidates, they did in fact differ. Wilson’s New Freedom viewed monopolies as enemies of free competition. He also advocated the use of federal power to ensure more equality of opportunity. The New Freedom would Wilson suggested free the people from the fetters of big business. The new freedom differed most clear from New Nationalism in its approach to economic policy and the trusts. 

       Wilson seemed to believe that bigness was both unjust and inefficient, that the proper response to monopoly was not to regulate it but to destroy it. Wilson won the election of 1912, mainly because the Republican vote was split. Although he won the Presidency, Wilson actually had fewer popular votes than Roosevelt and Taft combined. 

       Wilson, like Roosevelt, brought strong leadership to the Presidency. But unlike him, Wilson had the support of a party majority in Congress. He worked hard to get Congress to pass the reform laws he wanted. Most of the reforms passed during Wilson’s first term in office concerned the economics life of the country. In the four years from 1913 to 1917, he carried out vigorous blows at three main pillars of wealth -Tariffs, Banks and the trusts.

 A) Tariff Reform. Many people were against high protective tariffs. These tariffs served chiefly to raise prices and aid trusts. Wilson’s first triumph was a substantial lowering of the protective tariff. On the day he took office, Wilson called Congress into special session to deal with the first objectives of the New Freedom -the lowering of the tariff. The President believed that the high tariff gave special favors to big business which allowed the building of monopoly. 

          In 1913, Congress passed easily Underwood-Simmons Tariff (from Alabama representative Oscarw, Underwood). It lowered the tariffs for the first time since the Civil War. This bill called for the cutting of duties on European goods low enough to bring them into competition with the United States manufactures. The tariff bill also contained an income tax law. The Sixteenth Amendment, adopted in 1913, had made a national income tax which legally marked the beginning of great change in the system of taxation in the United States. The nation was now committed to the principle of taxing according to ability to pay. 

B) Banking and Financial Reform The second great reform introduced by Wilson was a revision of the banking and currency system- the Federal Reserve Act of 1913 to control the currency. This created a new federal banking system. These banks controlled the banking system of the country. They would issue a new type of currency - Federal Reserve notes which would become the nation’s basic medium of trade. The Federal Reserve System was supervised by Federal Reserve Board and made currency available when business conditions demanded it. 


      To further aid farmers, Wilson created the Federal Farm Loan Act in 1916 which established twelve Federal Farm Loan banks to lend money at low rates to farmers who joined certain farm loan associations. 

C) Anti-trust Laws 
        To combat the trusts, Wilson’s first term agenda was antitrust legislation to fulfill his campaign promise to break up the monopolies. To protect organized labor’s rights, help consumers, and get around the courts’ limitations on antitrust actions, Wilson proposed two new measures. 


    In 1914, he asked Congress to pass an antitrust law more effective than the Sherman Antitrust Act. In September, Congress passed and the President signed the Federal Trade Commission Act, established a Federal Trade Commission to investigate and regulate unfair business practices (for example, dishonest advertisements or adulterated goods). The Act increased the government’s regulatory authority significantly. 


   The second measure, he got Congress to pass the Clayton Antitrust Act in October 1914. This law set out to break the big corporations by encouraging competition. The Act strengthened the Sherman Antitrust by prohibiting firms from charging one price to customer and a different price to another when such discrimination tended to  foster monopoly, and forbidding contracts that required buyers not to do business with sellers’ competitors. It forbade among the big firms what were known as “inter locking directorates” that is, it prevented the directors of one great trust from being also the directors of another. This law was complicated. 

 D) Other Accomplishments 

           Beyond the above mentioned achievements, there were other additional legislations passed during his first term. Among them were: The Adamson Act (1916), which established an eight hour working day for all laborers on interstate railroads; the Lafollette Seamen’s Act (1915), improving conditions in the merchant marine; Federal Aid Road Act (1917), providing money from Federal funds for road-making; Keating -Owen Act (1916), a bolder innovation which prohibited interstate traffic in goods manufactured by the labor of children under 14 years age, and was intended to end child labor; and Kern-McGill Cuddy Compensation Act (1916), providing workers’ compensation for injured federal, employees. 

   
   Despite the President’s legislative successes, his first few years’ reforms were disappointing. Antitrust laws did not stop the trend toward the concentration of economic power. Wilson declined to support women’s suffrage and at first refused to fight for a child labor law. But the most conspicuous defect of Wilson’s first administration was his attitudes toward black American. The reforms Wilson achieved did not have “practical results” for African Americans. The President brought Jim Crow to Washington. Wilson strongly believed in separating the races. A number of prominent African leaders like W.E.B Du. Bois who had supported Wilson in 1912, turned against him. Yet the President exemplified the racial prejudice of many other progressive reformers. 


     Wilson’s efforts focused almost exclusively on domestic matters-Progressivism and peace.. World events overshadowed these domestic achievements. His role was obscured by growing tensions in foreign affairs that resulted in tragedy for him and for the world
.

Summary
· Beginning about 1900 a large, loosely organized group of urban, middle-class professionals including- journalists, social workers, educators, ministers, and social conscious politicians- became concerned about the need for social change in the United States. These reformers called “Progressives.” 

·  The Progressives were the first to thoroughly investigate social problems that they felt were unjust and undemocratic. They concerned that if society’s problems were not solved, democracy and capitalism might be threatened. 

· The goal of Progressives was an efficient, smoothly functioning nation where each social problem could be managed by experts trained in that area. Many areas in which the Progressives focused their efforts included the following: reform of the political system, business regulation, consumer protection, protection of working women and children, limits on immigration, tax reform, labor and education reform and temperance. 
·  Journalists called “Muckrakers’ brought many of these problem areas to public attention, and most Americans supported calls for change. Reforms occurred first at local and state levels. 

· Although Progressives had the nation’s best interest at heart; some reforms came at the expense of immigrants and racial minorities. Reformers tried to extinguish immigrant cultures, and they neglected African-Americans almost completely. 

· Theodore Roosevelt, William H. Taft, and Woodrow Wilson were reform Presidents. They sought to improve the welfare of the average American citizen, regulate big- business practices, and conserve the nation’s natural resources. 

·  Roosevelt supported the Progressive movement with his domestic goal to give everyone a “Square Deal.”He soon became known as a “trust buster.” Roosevelt also helped settle the coal strike of 1902. His greatest achievement lay in the area of conservation. 

· During Taft’s administration, the constitution was strengthened with the Sixteenth Amendments passage (providing for an income tax) and the Seventeenth Amendment (allowing direct election of Senators). Taft also created the Tariff Board to investigate duties. 

·   One of Wilson’s first acts as President was to help pass the Underwood Tariff Act, which lowered import duties and introduced a federal income tax. Wilson achieved a progressive legislative program. He implemented a reform of banking and currency practices, secured passage of a labor reform bill and engineered legislation regulating trusts.
           Self-Test Exercise- 8

I. Write true if the statement is  correct or false  if it is wrong
________1. The progressive were the supporters of big business. 

________2.  Progressives strongly favored policies to protect and conserve the United 
                      State’s natural resources and endowment.  

________3. The progressive reformers crusaded only on political aspects and on local 

                    corruption 

________4. As being a trustbuster, Roosevelt opposed to all trusts. 

________5. Wilson was the most successful President of the early 20th century by 
                    winning passage of a  broad and ambitious reform agenda of his own. 

_______6. The Hepburn Act of 1906 was concerned with regulating railroad companies. 

II. Match the appropriate items from column “B”  within  the items in column “A”
             “A”                                                                     “B” 

1.  New nationalism               A)  Charlotte Perkin Gilman 

2. New Freedom                   B)  a party that guaranteed the victory of the Democrats 

3. Muckrakers                                   in 1912 

4. Bull Moose                        C)  Woodrow Wilson’ s   Program 

5. Women and economics     D)  Set of Roosevelt’s Policies 

6. Square Deal                       E)   Taft’s foreign policy aimed at controlling the affairs 

7. Dollar Diplomacy                          of foreign nations through financial investment 

8. Adamson Act                    F)  Established  an eight- hour working  day for all laborers 

                                                G)  a belief introduced by Roosevelt that all people  

                                                            should have equal opportunity 

                                                H)  a group of different educated people who were    

                                                        committed to exposing scandals, corruption and other 

                                                        injustices to direct public attention through their 

                                                           writings 

                                                 I)  A group which consists protestants, Catholics and   

                                                            Jewish rabbis who struggle for the improvement of     

                                                           the society.
UNIT NINE

THE AMERICAS DURING THE TWO WORLD WARS (1914-1945)

Introduction

          Dear learner! This is the last unit of the module. It is organized into three broad sections, and contained activities, and self-check exercises. Section one traces the growth of American intervention in Latin America and its relations with other nation. It deals with developments from the early relations, and the cause, courses, and consequences of World War I. It also discusses how the United States tried to remain neutral but could not, and how the country cooperated with the Allied powers in winning the war. 

        The second section deals with the Americas in the interwar period, the period of Normalcy, post World War I foreign policy, nationalism in Latin America, the Great Depression and the New Deal. It describes once the war ended, the national mood was no longer progress and optimism, but “normalcy” and isolation. During the 1920s, Americans elected conservative Republican leaders. Several major crises deeply affected the United States between 1930 and 1945. A Great Depression endangered the nation’s economic system, and foreign military power threatened its national security. Americans committed themselves to economic recovery and to fighting -the Axis Powers in World War II. 

       Section three is the story of the United States and World War II. It also tries to analyze how the two world wars had great impact on the United States to be a world supreme power. The story of American involvement in the war is not just the story of how the military forces and the industrial might of the United States helped defeat Germany, Italy and Japan. It is also the story of the creation of a new world, both abroad and at home. 

Objectives 
After completing this unit, you will be able to:

· Describe the United States’ foreign policy toward Latin American nations. 

· Examine the causes and effects of the World War I
· Discuss the role of the United States in helping the Allied Powers to achieve victory     

      over the Central Powers.
· Describe the outcomes of the Versailles Treaty.

· Discuss the socioeconomic and political condition of the Americas in the interwar 
     period. 

· Explain the major causes of the Great Depression. 

· Describe how New Deal economic reform attempted to end the Depression. 

· Discuss why the political leadership of Roosevelt was effective at bring about New 
       Deal Reforms and its long-term effects on American Society. 
· Identify the major causes and evaluate effects of WWII on American society.  

· Analyze what events led the American people to abandon isolationism and neutrality. 

                  Section 1: The USA and the First World War, 1914-1918.                        
Overview 

      When Europe went to war in 1914, the United States sought to stay out of the conflict. Both sides disregarded American neutrality. Germany’s use of unrestricted submarine warfare and economic ties to Great Britain eventually led the United States into the bloody struggle. Mobilization called for many sacrifices by the American people. The senate, however, rejected Wilson’s proposed peace settlement, and war time fervor led to in tolerance. 
                     9.1.1. Prelude to War 
        Like the European powers, the United States in the late 1800s wanted to exercise influence on world affairs. The United States government and American business were becoming increasingly involved in the affairs of Latin America.  This trend increased following the Spanish-American War and construction of the Panama Canal. Tension between Latin American nations and the United States grew as a result of the United States government’s repeated interventions in the region during the first two decades of the 1920s. 

         Meanwhile, the United Sates intervention was accomplished by upsurge nationalism in Latin America. Mexico was the worst problem of Latin America. A revolution swept in Mexico from 1910 to about 1920. During this upheaval, the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz was overthrown, various rebel leaders competed for power and years of anarchy followed. In 1913, Victorian Huerta seized power. American capitalists supported Huerta in the belief that he would support business interests. Wilson refused to recognize the new government. He looked for a reason to intervene. He sent marines to seize the Mexican port of Veracruz. Although he expected the Mexican people to welcome his action, anti-American riots broke out in Mexico and throughout Latin America. While Wilson was dealing with problems in Mexico and the Caribbean, Europe began one of the bloodiest wars in its history. 

       The fundamental causes of WWI were: the feeling of nationalism; imperialism, a policy of extending the rule of one nation over an another; militarism or arms race an excessive reliance on arms and armies; the alliance systems, or “armed camps” the defense agreements among nations for mutual self defense- Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Italy), Triple Entente (Britain, France and Russia). Friction between the two armed camps had brought Europe to the verge of war several times since 1900. 

        Events leading up to the outbreak of war were: The Moroccan Crisis (1905-6); the Russo-Japanese (1904-5); the Bosnia Crisis (1908); the Agadir Crisis (1911); the First Balkan War (1912); and the assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, and his wife Sophie by a Serb terrorist, Gavrilo Principe at Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 sparked of the war.

             9.1.2. Wilson and the World Order 
        Woodrow Wilson’s foreign policy fluctuated in the world. His interventions in Latin America grew out to zeal to do well. He and secretary of state William Jennings Bryan wanted to save the people of Mexico and the Caribbean republics from internal anarchy and foreign dangers. Wilson viewed that America must serve as the world’s moral inspiration. But Wilson never forgot the country’s “vital interests.” He was sometimes insensitive to moral considerations. Wilson’s missionary diplomacy encountered its greatest difficulties in Mexico. A bandit Francisco “Pancho” Villa murdered a number of Americans in northern Mexico and he burned the town of Columbus, New Mexico and many American citizens lost their lives and property. 

       Wilson sent troops commanded by General John J. Pershing into Mexico to capture Villa. Pershing never did catch Villa. Finally, Wilson decided that a mounting crisis with Germany was more serious than the capture of Villa. So, in February 1917, he withdrew the last of Pershing’s troops from Mexico. The Mexican situation revealed the principal elements of the Wilson foreign policy: moralism, self-interest, missionary interventionism, and a deep reluctance to make war. These contradictory urges would also be apparent in the American approach to the war in Europe. Wilson promptly issued declarations of neutrality and offered to mediate, but the warring nations refused the offer. He called on his fellow citizens in 1914 to remain “impartial in thought as well as in action.”But most Americans were never impartial for several reasons. Firstly, some sympathized with the German cause (German Americans because of affection for Germany, Irish Americans because of hatred of Britain). Secondly, many more (including Wilsons himself) sympathized with Britain. Wilson himself was only one of many Americans who frequently admired England’s traditions, culture, and political system. Almost these attributed to the cause of the Allies (Britain, France, Italy, and Russian) a moral quality that they denied to the Central Powers (Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Ottoman Empire). The German atrocities in Belgium strengthened the hostility of many Americans. 

        Economic difficulties especially trade and travel by sea made neutrally impossible for the United States to deal with the belligerents on equal terms. The British had imposed a naval blockade on the central powers to prevent munitions and supplies from reaching the enemy. The British extended the redefinition of contraband, or prohibited materials, almost everything that could be shipped to Germany and neighboring nations. They stopped American vessels and forced them to go to British ports. They planted mines in the North Sea, endangering all neutral ships routed the area. They set up blacklists of American firms suspected of trading with Germany through other neutral nations, and threatened these firms with the loss of English business. 


    By the summer of 1915, the British navy had strangled practically all United States trade with the Central Powers and with the neutral states of Europe. Wilson protested these violations of its neutral rights, but it never used force to protect because the British did not go too far in their violations. The British were carefully trying to retain the friendship of the United States. At the same time, exports from the United Sates to the Allies nearly quadrupled, as war materials and food from American helped the Allies. Trade between the Allies and America rose steadily and ties between them became closer when the United States government lent the Allies billions of dollars. The American public purchased another British and French war bonds in some billion dollars. This helped the United States to produce one of the greatest economic in the nation’s history. The United States had made a sizable investment in the Allied war effort, and its economy was prospering. So, America tacitly ignored the blockade of Germany and continued trading with Britain. By 1915, the United States had gradually transformed itself from a neutral power into the arsenal of the Allies. 
          9.1. 3. The United States Neutrality
       Yet none of the measures were sufficient to make the United States enter the war on the Allied side. The Allies prevented the United States from joining the Central Powers and made her sympathetic towards Britain. It was the German submarine that ultimately brought her into the war. 

      Submarine Warfare 
       To retaliate against the British blockade, cut off Britain’s war supplies, the Germans eventually found a new policy to wear down the British sea power. They instituted a policy of submarine warfare. The chief German naval weapon against the Allies was the U-boat (Unter seeboot), a submarine armed with torpedoes and one small duck gun. U-boats could creep up on their target unseen and sink them without warning. The U-boat broke long established rules of warfare by sinking unarmed ships. In February 1915, Germany began her submarine warfare after proclaiming the seas around the British Isles a warzone. The German government announced that her submarines would sink without warning all ships found within a large warzone. President Wilson immediately protested this violation of international law. 

        On May 7, 1915, a German submarine torpedoed and sank the British passenger liner, Lusitania, off the Irish coast, causing the deaths of 1198 people, of who were 128 of the Americans. The Allies were enraged. The sinking of an unarmed passenger liner also profoundly shocked the Americans. On May 13 Wilson dispatched a note to the German government demanding the Germans apologize for the brutal act and renounce further attacks on merchants and passenger vessels. Although the Germans expressed regret for the American dead, they defended the sinking as an act of “self defense.” Wilson also demanded that German would pay for injuries and the loss of lives. Although the German government did not publicly surrender to Wilson’s demands, it secretly ordered its submarine captains not to attack passenger liners. But tensions between the nations continued to grow. He refused to take extreme measures against Germany. He tried to end the war through mediation. However, the mediation effort failed. 

    
   The conflict with Germany remained unresolved when the Germans struck again in mid-August 1915, sinking the Arabic, another unarmed British passenger liner and killing two Americans. Late in March 1916, Wilson’s policy was tested when a U-boat torpedoed the French passenger ship Sussex, and other British ships, injuring several Americans passengers.  This led the United States to issue an ultimatum to the Germans. Germany did not want to strengthen the Allies by drawing the United States into the war. So, it offered to compensate Americans injured on the Sussex and promised with certain conditions to sink no more merchant ships without warning. The German government gave the so called Sussex Pledge: it would abandon its practice of shoot-on- sight in all cases except those involving enemy warships. The pledge was qualified; however, the Germans would honor it only if the United States compelled the Allies to abide by the rules of international law. Wilson accepted the Sussex Pledge, knowing that it would be impossible to force the Allies to comply with Germany’s conditions. But peace was at least preserved for the moment. 

Can German U-boat attacks on the Lusitania and Sussex be justified? 
                    9.1.4. America Enters the War 
 What events drew the United States in to the war?
      In the presidential election of 1916, the Democrats again chose Woodrow Wilson as their candidate. This time the campaign focused on Wilson’s diplomatic skills, using the slogan “He kept us out of the war.” There was strong opposition from the Republicans. Roosevelt, who hated Wilson, had gone back to his old party, and attacked him violently on the ground that he was not  taking a firm enough stand  against Germany. Americans, however, gave his policies a less-than-ringing endorsement. Wilson won the republican candidate Charles Evan’s Hughes in election, but it was a very close race. 

         After his reelection, Wilson devoted his energies to finding a peaceful solution to the war. on December 18, 1916 he asked the warring nations to state their peace terms. As a neutral party, he hopped to negotiate a settlement, but both sides responded with terms that their opponents would not accept. He warned both sides that only a “peace without victory” would last. “A victor’s peace” he argued “would leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory upon which terms of peace would rest…only as upon quick sand.” The President’s words were prophetic, but neither side was willing to stop the fighting and talk terms. Even though they know it would bring the United States into the war, the Germans decided to resume unrestricted submarine warfare. Because they felt that the Americans could not raise an army and transport it to Europe in time to prevent the Allies from collapsing. The Germans informed Wilsons of their decision on January 31, 1917. Three days later broke off diplomatic relation with Germany. 

  
    The President still hoped to avoid war. Meanwhile, other events caused the nation’s antagonism toward Germany to mount. On February 25, 1917, the British government gave Wilson a message sent by Alfered Zimmermann, the German foreign secretary, to the German ambassador, which they had intercepted. The Zimmermann note proposed that Mexico join an alliance with Germany if the United States went to war against Germany that Japan be invited to join that alliance. In the event of German victory, Mexico would be rewarded its lost territory of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. When the United States government published the Zimmerman telegram on March 1, 1917, tensions between the two countries grew worse and intensified anti-German feeling swept over the country. Then, between March 12 and 19, four     American merchant ships were sunk by submarines with heavy loss of life.

        On April 12, 1917, Wilson asked Congress for a declaration of war on Germany. Wilson also called upon the people of the United States to help “make the world safe for democracy”. Congress declared war on April 6. 

         When the United States entered the war, the Allies seemed in danger of defeat. German submarines were sinking ships twice as fast as the Allies could replace them. The British Isles had only a two month supply of food with no relief in sight. The Italians had suffered a disastrous blow at the Battle of Caporetto, Romania and Serbia had been defeated. Russia’s military effort slackened and she had withdrawn from the war after the overthrow of the Czar and the Bolshevik or communist revolution. French and British troops were sick and exhausted from the long months of life in the trenches  

       The entry of the United States was the turning point in the war, tipping the scales dramatically in favor of the Allies and giving the Allies indisputable superiority. It played a considerable and decisive part in the First World War. Her direct contribution was twofold. 

1) She loaned to the Allies vast sums of money. The total Allies debt at the end of the war was estimated over $10 billion;

 2) She contributed man power. Her navy joined the British in fighting the submarines. On land the U.S.A raised a vast army within 18 months, by a series of conscription acts. Congress passed the Selective Service Act on May 18, 1917 to draft soldiers into the army. The Espionage Act of June 1917 provided a fine and imprisonment for anyone who encountered disloyalty. The Sedition Act of May 1918 provided punishment for anyone who said or wrote anything “disloyal, profane, or scurrilous.” The United States was able to send thousands of conscripts under the jaunty song “Over There” under the leader ship of General John “Black Jack” Pershing (1860-1948). Together they formed what became known as the American Expeditionary Force (AEF). They reinforced British and French troops and gave a vital boost to morale. The first troops from the US were “doughboys,” the nick name given American soldiers; as the American soldiers were called went to quite sectors of the battle front as replacements in French and British units. At first, however, the force that the United States gave to the Allies was very little. This was because the US did not have a large enough standing army to provide the necessary ground forces in 1917. Eventually, over 2 million American troops went to France and 1.4 million of them saw action on the frontlines. This vast new reservoir of military strength was an important factor in the Allied victory. 

         African American soldiers served overseas campaign. But they encountered rampant discrimination and prejudice in the army where their units were completely segregated from white units. They were also not allowed to serve in the Marine Corps and in the navy. They were restricted to the lower ranks. The US entry is significant not just because it provided reinforcements, fresh troops, and fresh supplies to the beleaguered Allies. From a border perspective, it marked a shift in the nature of international politics: Europe was no longer able to handle its own affairs and settle its own differences without outside help. 

       At home the power of the government was extended. The government’s power covered every sphere of American life. Congress gave the President practically dictatorial powers. President Wilson delegated many of these powers to six war time agencies: War Industries Board, Food Administration, the United States Shipping Board, United States Rail Road Administration, Committee on Public Information, and National Labor Board. 

        By the beginning of 1918, the US contribution to the war was still relatively small. Almost a year passed before an American fighting force reached the battle front. The first troops were taken forces to boast the sagging morale of French and British soldiers. In an effort to smash the Allies before many troops arrived from the US, the Germans, on March 18, launched an offensive at Somme River, and in April they aimed a second blow at Flanders. In June, they threatened Paris. United States troops helped to stop the advance, distinguishing themselves in a counter attack at Chateau Thierry, less than 50 miles from Paris. 

       The tide turned in mid-July as Marshal Ferdinand Foch, Supreme Commander of the Allied Armies, ordered a great counter offensive along the Western front close to the German border. The fresh American troops helped turn the tide of battle that kept the Germans in steady retreat near Verdun. In mid September the “doughboys” won an overwhelming victory at St. Mihiel. Then an even larger force drove toward Sedan, breaking though well-defended portions of German lines.

        By early November, the Allies were poised to advance on to German soil. While the Meuse-Argonne battle was going on, the German government appealed to Wilson for peace on the basis of the fourteen points. Realizing the war was lost, the Germans signed an armistice, or temporary stop to fight, on November 11, 1918. 

       The American naval forces joined the British waging war against German’s deadly U-boats. The American Admiral William S. Sims escorted troops and supply vessel to France and cooperation with the British, helped end the U-boat threat. In London, Sims introduced the idea of the convoy, under this system; merchant ships crossed the Atlantic in clusters surrounded by a small number of warships for protection. 

       At the same time, mines the depth charge and under water explosives were invented and began to be used more effectively. But they used hundreds of patrol vessels to watch for U-boats and protect Allied ships by escorting them out of dangerous areas. So did air reconnaissance, or surveying. By the end of 1917, the number of U-boat causalities was slashed in half. In 1918, the Navy took the principal role in laying mines across the North Sea. 

         World War I was costly. By its end the United States was spending about $ 44 million a day. The government raised about 1/3 of the money to finance the war through taxation. Income taxes were increased. The war had shattered much of Europe. A new Europe and Africa had to be redrawn. As a result of the war, human misery had become common place. More than 50% of the Allied soldiers and 60% of the Central Powers soldiers became casualties. 

        The war helped produce a remarkable period of economic growth in the United States. European demands for American products increased. Employment increased dramatically because so many men were away at war, new opportunities for female, African-American, Mexican and Asian workers appeared. The agricultural economy profited from the war as well. The American economy experienced an enormous industrial boom as a result of the war. The American experience in WWI was brief but it had profound effects on the government, on the economy and the society. One of the most important social changes of the war years was the migration of hundreds of thousands of African-Americans from the rural south into northern industrial cities. It became known as the “Great Migration.”

          Activity 9.2      
1. Why did the United States enter WWI?

2. How did German submarine warfare bring the United States into the War?

3. What were some of the provisions of Woodrow Fourteen Points program for peace?

4.    Discuss how the United States contributed to the Allied victory during the course of 
       WWI.
             9.1. 5.The Peace Settlement 

        While the war was fore most in the President’s mind, Wilson never ceased to think a head to peace. The hopes of many Europeans and North Americans focused on Woodrow Wilson. Even before the war ended, he had put forth his Fourteen Points, a peace plan whose terms included international recognition of freedom of the seas and, of trade, open diplomacy, disarmament. Other points also included self- determination of peoples to live under a government of their own choosing. Finally, Wilson proposed a general association of nations to guarantee the peace that became the League of Nations. It was these points that Germany thought would be the basis of peace negotiations. 

 
   Although Wilson’s words appealed to a world weary of, other Allied leaders did not support him. They wanted German territory and to punish Germany. Some Americans did not want an armistice, they wanted surrender. As a result, Roosevelt and other Republican leaders attacked the fourteen points during the armistice negotiation as allowing peace terms that were too soft. These critics demanded a Republican victory in the Congressional elections of November 1918. Upset by these attacks, Wilson made a blanket appeal to the voters to elect Democrats to Congress. Instead, voters elected Republican majorities in both houses. Domestic economic troubles more than international issues had been the most important factors in the voting. The failure of his appeal had placed him in a difficult position in respect to the other Allied leaders; for these statesmen could think that the people of the United States had repudiated Wilson’s leadership. 

       There were two major reservations: Great -Britain and France. Britain’s control of the seas had been a major British war aim vital to her interests. Great Britain depended on foreign trade for its survival and still ruled a vast overseas empire. The British, therefore, objected to the idea of open seas. The other reservation was held by France. Wilson had stated that there should be “no annexations, no contributions, and no punitive damages” as a result of the war. France believed that some statement demanding reparations, or payments for damages, should be included in any peace settlement. 

       In January 1919, delegates from 27 nations gathered in Paris to work out 5 separate peace treaties known as the Peace of Paris. The Allies did not invite representatives from the defeated Central Powers or Russia. The principal figures in the negotiations were leaders of the victorious Allied nations: Lloyd George representing Great Britain; Georges Clemenceau, representing France; Vittorio Orlando, the Prime Minister of Italy; and Wilson, who hoped to dominate them all. Most of the decisions were made by these “Big Four.” Wilson, however, was adamant; he alone would represent the United States. It soon became clear that there was a large gap between the idealistic goals of Wilson and the nationalistic: the French and the British and Italian leaders. Nevertheless, the President scored an immediate triumph by forcing plans for a League of Nations into the peace treaty. Again and again, Wilson gave in other issues to ensure the acceptance of the League of Nations. In mid-February, the Covenant, or charter of the League written by Wilson himself was accepted by the conference. 


      The League would admit all nations as members. The League would consider all disputes between its members and try to settle them. Its two major bodies would be an assembly and a council. In the assembly a kind of international Congress, every member nation would have one vote. The council or executive body would be more powerful. There the “Big five” -the United States, Britain, France, Italy, and Japan would have permanent seats and could deal with questions of war and peace. 

        On June 28, 1919, the Allies signed treaty at Versailles. The Treaty of Versailles was the most important Treaty of the peace of Paris that spelled out the details of the Allied settlement with Germany.  The Treaty stripped Germany of all its overseas colonies as well as reduced her military might, and also she was required to pay reparation for damage to repay the Allies. Despite Wilson’s hopes, the Versailles Treaty was a victor’s peace from Wilson’s standpoint; the treaty was a mixture of good and bad. Only four of Wilson’s fourteen points and nine supplementary principles emerged intact in the treaty. The idea of self-determination was recognized, and new national states like Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia replaced the old Habsburg Empire. The most important was the Covenant of the League of Nations. 


    After the peace settlement had completed and adopted the Covenant of the League of Nations, Wilson returned the US to sign bills which had been passed by Congress during his absence. The Treaty had, under the American constitution, to be ratified by the senate before it became law. Although he hoped Americans would support the treaty, they criticized it from all sides. The majority of the Senate was Republican. During his absence the Republicans had carried on a campaign against the suggestion that the U.S.A should join the League of Nations. They said that to do so would be to break with the American tradition of isolation from Europe. Irish-Americans were soon attacking the failure of the treaty to further the case of Irish freedom from Britain, Italian-Americans complained because Italy had not been awarded the Adriatic city of Fiume. German-Americans denounced the war-guilt clause that made their ancestral land a self-confessed criminal nation. Isolationists insisted that the League would entangle the United States in affairs abroad in which it had no true interest. There were also some Democrats who opposed Wilson and believed that Wilson had betrayed his ideas by accepting any compromise at Versailles. 

        In March, Wilson returned to Paris to complete the peacemaking. The Republicans at home led by Senators Henry Cabot Lodge, an able and persuasive politician who won support from many quarters for his policy of isolation. Those senators who opposed the League of Nations in any form sometimes “irreconcilables,” were isolationists, men who believed the United States should avoid involvement in the politics of Europe. To Wilson’s call that the United State should show the way towards the new age of peace and democracy which he hopped  the League  of Nations would bring Lodge replied that the League would enable other powers to summon American troops  and ships  to serve in any part of the world. 

        Wilson embarked on a grueling, cross-country speaking tour to arouse public support for the treaty. So he set out on along speaking tour, delivering nearly forty speeches in less than a month. On September 25, 1919, Wilson collapsed and had to cancel the remainder his trip. He suffered a severe stroke that partially paralyzed him. For months he was unable to work, and during this period his wife and the cabinet took over most of the duties of the Presidential office. 

         Wilsons was an invalid, hardly able to move out of the White House. The story of the Treaty was soon ended. The Senate rejected it they passed instead a resolution of fourteen “reservations” to Versailles agreement. The United States negotiated a separate peace treaty with each of the central powers in 1921. 

          The ailing Wilson sought to make the 1920 Presidential election a referendum on the League. It was a wasted effort, for the public was tired of war and progressivism. The final blow was the election of 1920 in which the Republican candidate Warren Harding won by landside of 16 million votes enabling the isolationists to claim that American people had repudiated internationalism. 

          The Democrats and pro-League James Cox had failed. The new Harding administration eventually signed a separate peace treaty with Germany, Austria, and Hungary officially ending the hostilities in August 1921, but the United States never entered the League of Nations.     Activity 9.3 
1. What were the social, economic, and political effects of WWI? 
2. Evaluate the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles? 

3. Why were the Democrats defeated in the election of 1920s? 

4. Who played major roles in treaty negotiations? 

5. Identify Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, covenant, “Big Four.”

6. What new nations were created in Eastern Europe after the war? 

                       Section 2: The Americas in the Interwar Period (1918-1939) 
Overview
  
     The decade that followed WWI differed considerably from the progressive years that came before it, voters turned to conservative leaders who promised to turn the country away from European affairs and inward to “normalcy.” The Republican Party’s slogan, “America First” hailed the country’s unparalleled prosperity, characterized by remarkable achievements in the fields of business. The 1920s saw striking changes in American society. Radio and films became immensely popular. The arts flowered. Between November 1932 and March 1933, the nation’s economy hit rock bottom. Over 25% of the nations workers were unemployed, thousands of businesses were bankrupted, several banks had been closed, and farmers were in revolt. 

        When Franklin D. Roosevelt took the oath of office, Congress and the American people were eager to follow the President’s leadership. Within months, laws were passed to provide relief, recovery, and reform of the economic system. Two years later, however, millions of Americans were still unemployed, and the New Deal came under increasing criticism. Throughout Roosevelt’s second term, many programs were reshaped to permanently change the way government relates to its citizens. 
          9.2.1. The Decade of Normalcy
           What were the 1920s really like?                
  
  The ending of the war brought to all peoples a feeling of relief and reaction. Although America had suffered comparatively little, yet her people felt relief and reaction in a different way. Many Americans wanted to forget the demands of the great crusade, other people’s problems, and the   responsibilities of power that the war had thrust upon their nation. The decade that followed WWI differed considerably from the progressive leaders who promised to turn the country away from European affairs and inward to “normalcy.” They wished to return as quickly as possible to days of peace and comfort or to what Harding called normalcy. Americans saw the war as something that had taken them out of the normal path of their national development. They wanted to be rid of the governmental control which had interfered with their lives during the war, and to get on with their own private affairs. In reality, the decade was a time of significant, even dramatic social, economic, and political change. 

     
   The war had changed the world too much for that to be possible. It was an era in which the American economy not only enjoyed spectacular growth but developed new forms of organization. It was a time in which American popular culture reshaped itself in response to the urban, industrial, consumer- oriented society American was becoming. 

        In the post war period manufacturers, farmers, and other producers tried to keep pace with the inflation by increasing their prices. Americans who lived on fixed incomes suffered the most and became bitter. The people of the United States could not shake off the attitudes that had been bred by the war. The war time demands for conformity in thought and the intolerance against foreigners and radicals spilled over in to the new era of peace. One result of these attitudes was the hunt for radicals called the Red scare of 1919-1920 which over shadowed the problems of reconversion. Although the Red Scare was rooted in American problems, it was also connected with events in the Soviet Union which followed the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The success of the Bolshevik Revolution which attacked individual liberties and the liberties of capitalists and property owners caused great alarm in America. The years followed the war saw the succession of bitter strikes in every American industry. Some of the workmen were turning towards socialism. Most Americans were shocked by communist activities and the spread of communism. Two communist parties were formed in the US in September 1919. The American communists carried on an intensive laws and acts of intolerance, the Red Scare declined. 

    
   Racial violence broke out. After the war, the blacks wanted higher wedges and to break down some of the barriers that put the blacks at the bottom of the American society. During the summer of 1919, race riot broke out in many Northern cities. Marcus Aurelius Garvey appeared and founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association. He preached a Black Nationalism or radical consciousness. Many joined the movement. Federal officials accused Garvey of mail fraud.

Focus 

After the war the U.S.A faced various problems. Demobilizing the armed force, returning to a peace time economy, and coping with fears of espionage presented the country with serious challenges. The most common postwar problems were: demobilization, Red scare, labor unrest, racial tension etc

         President Warren Harding favored reducing the government’s regulations of business. But there was little effort to enforce the antitrust laws that regulated business mergers. The Immigration Act of 1921 made Harding popular because it almost closed the doors on foreign workmen. Employers, who had previously favored unrestricted immigration as a means of hiring cheap labor, now came to fear that the new immigrants were radicals who would fight for a communist revolution. 


     In 1921, Harding signed the Emergency Quota Act and the National Origins Act of 1924. These laws initiated a quota system by which the number of immigrants allowed from a given nation was based on the number of persons of that nationality already living in the United States. Discrimination as well as restriction of immigration became a national policy. By the late 1920, immigration had slowed down considerably. An historic policy, and one of the world’s great mass migrations, had ended. 

          Harding appointed capable men to the most important cabinet offices; he attempted to stabilize the nation’s troubled foreign policy; and he displayed on occasion a vigorous humanity. But, he seemed baffled by his responsibilities as if he recognized his own unfitness. “I am a man of limited talents from a small town,” he reportedly told friends on one occasion. “I don’t seem to grasp that I am president.” Harding soon found himself delegating much of his authority to others. He surrounded himself with members of the so called “Ohio Gang” filled important offices throughout the administration. Harry Daugherty, Albert B. Fall, and others were engaged in fraud and corruption. They used their ties to the President and the attorney general to sell government appointments, pardons, and immunity from prosecution. However, not all of Harding’s appointments were bad. He had obtained three able and intelligent men: Charles Evans Hughes (secretary of state); Andrew Mellon (Secretary of treasury); and Herbert Hoover (secretary of commerce). 

         Harding’s administration was soon racked by a series of scandals. The worst scandal of the period was the Teapot Dome affair. Albert Fall Secretary of the Interior leased the rich naval oil reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming and Elk Hills, California to private speculators. For this and other favors, Fall received bribes totaling over $ 300,000. Eventually, the Senate investigated this scandal and Fall went to prison. Another man, Colonel Forbes, Director of the Veterans’ Bureau, the organization looking after disabled ex-soldiers, had swindled the treasury of millions of dollars. The Teapot Dome scandal brought shame and disgrace to the Harding administration. 
         In June 1923, as rumors of corruption in government began to spread, Harding began a speaking tour of the west. He became severely ill while returning from Alaska. On August 1923, he died in San Francisco shortly before news of the Scandals broke to the public. 
          9.2.2. The Coolidge Prosperity 

         The death of Harding brought Vice President Calvin Coolidge to the Presidency. But the change in President did not bring any change in policies. He became known as “silent cal.” His philosophy of government was simple economy and laissez-faire. He was a conservative and favored legislation beneficial to big business because he believed business should run the country. Coolidge, like Harding opposed any government programs of reform. 

        The Republicans campaigned on the slogan “Keep Cool with Coolidge” the way to keep business thriving. Coolidge won a comfortable victory easily against both the Democratic and Progressive candidates. The Democratic Party was deeply divided over two issues: prohibition which the rural regions favored and the cities opposed; and more importantly, the Ku Klux Klan. 

          Coolidge was fortunate to be in office from 1923 to1929. The post war depression had ended, and during these years, the nation enjoyed great prosperity. Yet he was one of the most popular Presidents the United States has ever had. The reason for his popularity was not his personality. It was the great materials prosperity which the U.S.A enjoyed. The years from 1923 to 1929 were a period of soaring trade returns, high profits, rising wages, and great speculation. Coolidge who once said, “the business of the United States is business.” There were several reasons for this prosperity: 

· Countries overseas, reconstructing after the war, bought large quantities of American     

     goods; 

· American financiers loaned them cash to enable them to do so, and 

· American industrial methods were developing fast it was estimated that the average 
     production per man in American industry increased 53 percent between 1919 and 
     1929. 

· The government policy under Republicans encouraged private enterprise in several ways. Where as many Americans had formerly regarded big business as an enemy, they now relied on it both to supply cheap products and to create new opportunities for wealth. 

        Since the good times continued for most Americans, the years of Calvin Coolidge’s Presidency were called the golden twenties, the “Roaring Twenties.” It was characterized by several features. 

1. During the 1920s, many new industries developed. These new industries manufactured many new consumer goods, such as automobiles, radios, and electrical appliances. The expanding industries created many new jobs for Americans workers. For example, outstanding symbol of the new age was the automobile. It was Henry Ford who almost single-handedly changed the automobile from a toy of the wealthy to a necessity for all. Ford’s famous “Model T”-affection known as the “Tin Lizzie” was so cheap that most families could afford it. 

2. Economic prosperity led to many “get-rich-quick” ideas. Millions of Americans believed that prosperity would continue indefinitely. 

3. The nation was driven by an interest in materialism. 

         American culture thrived in the 1920s. Literature, architecture, music, painting, movies, radio-all flourished during this time. Although the prosperity of the 1920s was more widely shared than it before, more than half of the population failed to achieve any real benefits from the growth. Most farmers, particularly those who produced staple crops, did not share in the Coolidge prosperity. They had done well in the war, but then came a slump. The American tariffs stopped foreign countries from sending to America goods for which they might have exchanged American wheat, cotton, and other farm products. So, the farmers’ price became tumbling down. 


    Faced with the German financial crisis of 1923, the Americans agreed to take part in the Dawes (1924) and Young plans (1929), which enabled the Germans to repay reparations. However, this caused the ludicrous situation in which America lent money to Germany so that she could pay reparations to Britain, France and Belgium and they in turn, could pay their war debts to the USA. Some of the agreements that the US government signed with other nations independently were:

· The Washington Conferences (1921-2): were called by President Harding with eight nations concerning Japanese power in the Far East- mainly China and Pacific Islands north of the equator. They produced other two treaties dealing with the Far East. 

· The Four powers Treaty (1921): signed by the Unites States, Britain, France and Japan; each of these four powers agreed to recognize the rights of the others in their island possession in the Pacific Ocean. In case of disagreements or a threat from another nation, the signers also agreed to confer “fully and frankly.” 

· The Five Power Treaty (1922): The five naval powers of the United States, Great Britain, Japan, France and Italy, signed in February. They agreed to stop the construction of large warships for 10 years; the treaty also established a ratio which allowed Japan 9 ships, and France and Italy 5 ships, for every 15 ships permitted the United States and Britain. Some ships under construction would even be scrapped. The agreement forced the United States and Britain not to build new fortifications or naval bases in the Western Pacific. 

· The Nine Power Treaty was a third major agreement signed in 1922 by the United States, France, Great Britain, Japan, Italy, Belgium, China, the Netherlands, and Portugal_ put the “Open Door” China policies into a treaty. The signers agreed to respect China’s independence and territorial integrity and recognized the Open Door principle. Following this policy, Japan soon withdrew from the province of Shantung. 

· The Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928) was originally Brand’s idea. He proposed that France and the USA should sign a pact renouncing war.
. 

Section 3: The Americas during the Second World War, 1939-45
Overview


   When a new war engulfed European, Roosevelt sought to aid the British. Like Woodrow Wilson during WWI, Roosevelt was greatly interested in world affairs. But when he entered the White House in 1933, recovery from the Depression kept most of his energy and attention focused on the United States. As Europe again moved toward war, however, the President experienced growing concern with events in the overseas. 

       After Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, America entered the war directly. Initially, Allied prospects were break, but by 1944 the tide had turned. Victory in the Pacific, however, came only after the use of nuclear weapons. 
       9.3.7. General Survey of Events Leading to War
              9.3.7.1. United States’ Foreign Policy, 1933-1939

   Isolationist feeling in the United States grew stronger during the 1920s. Many people were disillusioned by the result of WWI. They felt that they had been cheated by the British and French. These former allies could not repay the war debts they owed the United States government. At the same time, a fear of communism began to grow. People feared that the communism of the Soviet Union would extend to other countries. The spirit of ‘’Roaring Twenties” also contributed to isolationism. People were concerned with obtaining material comforts and increasing their incomes. Europe and Asia were far away. 

        The tensions between the United States and Latin America eased greatly during the 1930s under the leadership of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He developed a Good Neighbor Policy toward Latin America. The United States agreed to cooperate with Latin American countries in forming policies and making decisions. The Good Neighbor Policy did not mean, however, that the United had abandoned its influence in Latin America. Instead of military force, Americans now tried to use economic influence. The grant of conditional independence to the Philippines’ in 1934 has usually been interpreted by the Roosevelt administration from active participation in the international politics of Asia. 

        Another change in foreign policy took place when the United States recognized the government of the Soviet Union. Since the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the United States had refused to recognize the communist government. By 1933, however, the USSR was beset by serious economic problems at home and seemed less of a threat. Much more threatening was the rising power of Japan, the Soviet’s rival in Asia. The President hoped that a strong Soviet Union could slow Japanese expansion. In addition, Roosevelt saw the Soviet’s need for food and industrial equipment as a market for American farmers and manufacturers. 

   
    Recognition of the Soviet Union helped improve relations but did little to increase or to check Japanese militarism. The continued belligerence of Japan in Asia, as well as the growing threat of war in Europe as a result of the rise of Fascism and Nazism there, strengthened the isolationist convictions of many perhaps most, Americans. Through the summer of 1935, it became clear that Italy was preparing to invade Ethiopia in an effort to expand its colonial holdings in Africa, fearing that a general European war would result. Americans wanted above all else, to keep out of war. Most Americans had become disillusioned and disappointed regarding the course of World affairs. Novels, movies, and histories all reflected this despair and disillusionment. Congress accepted the isolationist mood of the people and enacted laws designed to keep the country from being dragged into any foreign war. The result was Congress passed a series of Neutrality Acts, 1935, 1936 and 1937, which attempted to prevent the United States from becoming involved in a Second World War in the same way in the war of 1914-18. The 1935 Neutrality Act forbade American ships to carry goods for either side. It also forbade American citizens to sail on belligerent ships, and deny bankers the right to extend credit to the warring powers. The Act was immediately applied in the war between Italy and Abyssinia (1935-36), and in the Spanish Civil War (1936). This neutrality legislation benefited the aggressors. 

      How did Roosevelt hope to slow Japan’s aggression in Asia? 

    
     Alarmed by the vents of 1935 and 1936, Roosevelt began moving slowly and cautiously to challenge the grips of the isolationists on the nation’s of foreign policy. The United States was unable to do much more than watch as a serious of new dangers emerged that brought the world closer to war. Particularly, disturbing was the deteriorating situation in Asia, Japan’s aggressive designs against China’s had been clear since the invasion of Manchuria in 1931. In the summer of 1937, Japan launched a broader assault, attacking Chain’s five Northern provinces.

         By 1937, however, Roosevelt had become alarmed over the actions of Japan, Italy, and German. In a speech in Chicago in October, he condemned war, aggression, and “international lawlessness.” Aggressors, he proclaimed, should be “quarantined’’- isolated and walled off by the international community to prevent the contagion of war from spreading. Roosevelt called for the abandonment of isolation, but American public opinion forced him to drop any idea of collective action against aggressor. 


      On December 12, 1937, Japanese aviators bombed and sank the United States gunboat Panay as it sailed the Yangtze River in China. The attack was almost undoubtedly deliberate. Even though the attack was deliberate, most Americans took the matter calmly, and the crisis in Japanese-American soon passed. 
       9.3.7.2. The Rood to War 

A) The Rise of Fascist Dictatorships 

         Meanwhile, an even more dangerous group of aggressors appeared in Europe. In 1922, Benito Mussolini seized power in Italy. Mussolini made different plans to control the Mediterranean and to expand Italy’s empire in Africa. He wanted to make Italy great respected and feared. In 1933, Adolf Hitler, leader of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi), came to power, needed to begin a program of conquest in Central and Eastern Europe. Mussolini and Hitler followed a new political doctrine- Fascism, a form of government, in which a dictator and supporters cooperate to seek more power for their nation, usually at the expense of rights for individuals. Each ruler established a totalitarian state- a nation that totally controls the life of its people. The Fascists in Italy and the Nazis in Germany set up all-powerful official parties. Each dictator blamed his country’s problems after WWI on undesirables in society. The Fascist leaders were loudly threatening an active   campaign of imperial expansion. 

        Hitler’s hoped to achieve in his foreign policies by: denouncing the hated Versailles settlement; the building up of the army; recovering lost territories; racial superiority of the Aryan (German) people “master race.’’ Hitler promised the German people that he would punish the Jews, destroy the communists, and make Germany the most powerful nation in Europe once more. Bringing all Germans inside the Reich, this would involve annexing Austria and taking territory from Czechoslovakia and Poland. 

  Hitler and Mussolini hinted that another war might be necessary to right the wrongs they felt had been done to their countries by the Treaty of Versailles. In October 1935, Mussolini’s Fascist troops invaded Ethiopia without declaration of war. In 1936, Hitler and Mussolini concluded an alliance of mutual support_ the Rome-Berlin Axis. That same year both nations interfered actively in the Spanish Civil War and they helped the forces of General Franco, who rebelled against the republican government of Spain. Franco shared the political views of his Fascist and Nazi allies. 

   
    From 1937 to 1939, tension grew swiftly in Europe. In March 1938, Hitler began his campaign to reincorporate all German speaking territories in Europe into “Greater Germany” by annexing Austria. Hitler next target was Czechoslovakia, saying that Sudeten land, the western region of Czechoslovakia where several million Germans lived, must become part of Germany. In September 1938, Europe seemed to plunge into another great war. 

         Roosevelt intervened in the crisis by pleading for peace. The pleas seemed to have no effect on Hitler. When in early 1938, Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia turn over the Sudetenland to Germany, the Checks asked Britain and France for support. The response of Great Britain and France was appeasement, a policy of giving aggressor nations what they wanted in order to avoid war. Like the Americans, the British and French were disillusioned by WWI and wanted peace. Yet they were traumatized by their enormous human and financial losses in WWI and weakened by the World Wide Depression, were reluctant to take a strong stand against the German threat. Hitler finally agreed to a conference held at Munich on September 29 and 30, 1938. At that meeting Hitler, 
            Self-Test Exercise- 9 
    I. Choose the best answer for the following questions 

1.  Which one of the following is not the underlying cause of World War I? 

A) The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand  
D)  Arms race 

B) The Alliance system




E)  Imperialism

C) Nationalis
2. The “Good Neighbor” policy was 

A) The United States foreign policy toward Europe 

B) The United States foreign policy in the Far East 

C) The United States war strategy to attack Japan 

D) The United States foreign policy in Latin America

E) A and B 

3. Which one of the following events forced the United States to enter directly into the Second World War? 

A) Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

B) The German invasion of Poland 

C) The German submarine torpedoed and sank the British passenger liner Lusitania 

D) Italian occupation of Ethiopia 

E) Japanese attack on China 

4. The Zimmerman telegram involved German promises to 

A) Italy                                          D) The United States 

B) Britain                                       E) Austria Hungary 

C) Mexico 

5. All of the flowing were reasons for American entry into world war I except: 

A) American sympathy for the Belgians 

B) Isolationism 

C) Unrestricted  submarine warfare by Germany 

D) American sympathy for the British                              E) None 
6. The giving of much money to industries and banks make them stronger and deserved during President Herbert Hoover was called ___________

A) Panic                                               D) Reconstruction 

B) Pump-Priming                                 E) None 

C) New Deal 

7. Which one of the following is true? 

A) When WWI broke out in 1914, USA joined to the Allied Powers 

B) The USA was the founder and member of the League of nations 

C) The Versailles Treaty was a just agreement that passed fair decisions by the victors over the losers 
D) Wilson’s Fourteen Points were not accepted by all Allied leaders and other 
      Republican leaders      E) None
8. A law passed by Congress in march 1941 that allowed the United States to deliver war supplies to nations fighting dictators was 
A) Cash and carry policy                       D) Second New Deal 

B) Lend-Lease Bill                                E) Wagner Act 

C) Atlantic Charter 

9. Choose the odd one among the “Big Four” who dictated the peace Treaty of Versailles in 1919? 

A) Clemenceau                                      D) Mussolini 

B) Lloyd George                                   E) Orlando                        

C) Wilson 

10. What was/were the major cause/s of the Great Depression of 1929-33?

A) The stock market crash                             D) Industrial overproduction led to unemployment 

B) High tariffs and Taxes                             E) All of the above 

C) A prolonged slump in agriculture 

II. Fill in the Blank Space 

11. ________________was a group of talented advisors who had varied view points and 
      ideas selected by Franklin D. Roosevelt to his cabinet. 

12. _______________were Japanese pilots who crashed their bomb-laden air craft into 
      Allied ships. 

13. An alliance formed by Germany, Italy and Japan in 1937 was known 
     as_________________

14. _____________was the United States Policy that permitted the British and French to 
      buy arms and munitions as long as they paid cash and transports their purchases in 
      their own ship in 1939.

15. _________________is the name given to the program and great series of actions 
    under taken by Franklin D. Roosevelt to relieve economic hardships and pull the 
     United States out of the Great Depression in the 1930s
    Answer Key to Self-Test Exercises

Unit 1: Self-Test Exercise-1 

Part I: True/False

1) False
2) False 
3) True
4) True 

Part II: Matching 

5) L               8) G
         11) H

14) J

6) F               9) C
         12) D

7) A             10) B
         13) I

Unit 2: Self-Test Exercise -2

Part I: Multiple Choices 

1) C

2) B

3)  C

4)  A

5)  B

Part II: Fill in the Blanks 

6) Peninsulares         8) Miguel Hidalgo  and Jose Maria Morelos

7) Creoles                 9)  Francis Toussaint Louverture

Unit 3: Self -Test Exercise-3

Part I: Matching 

1) B      

5) D

2) A  

6) F

3) H  

7) G

4) C

Part II: Multiple Choices  

8) A   

10) D

12) A

9) D
           11) D

Part III: Fill in the Blanks 


6) Federalist   and Republican 

9) Articles of Confederation 


7) James Monroe 



10) Checks and balances 

8) Non-Intercourse Act 

Unit 4: Self-Test Exercise-4

Part I: True /False 

1) True  

3) True 

5) False 

2) False  

4) False 

Part II: Matching 

6) G

8) B

10) C

12) H


7) D

9) F

11) A

Part III: Fill in the Blanks 

13) Fifteenth Amendment



15) Compromise of 1877

14) Ku Klux Klan 


16) Andrew Johnson 

Unit 5: Self-Test Exercise-5

Part I: Multiple Choices
1) A


4) D

2) D


5) B

3) C


6) D

Part II:  Fill in the Blanks 


7) 
Stalwarts


10) Grange 


8) Political Machine 
11) Kickback


9) Pendleton Act

Unit 6: Self-Test Exercise-6

Part I: Matching

          1)  C                  3) A               5) F              7) H

          2)  D                 4) B                6) G

Part II:  Fill in the Blanks 

8) Trust                                 9)  Urbanization    

   10) Southern and Eastern     11) Corporation

   12) Andrew Carnegie, Philip D. Armour, John D. Rockefeller& J. Pierpent Morgan

   13)  A) Inventiveness of the Americans and technological skill

B) Business leadership 

C) Large and growing labor force supply

D) Abundant natural resources

E) Good government policies

F)  Great and expanding domestic market or mass market for mass production00

Unit 7: Self-Test Exercise-7

Part I: Matching

1) F               3) A                5) D

2) C              4) B

Part II: Multiple Choices

  6) B                 9) C              12) C

  7) B               10) B

  8) B               11) B

Unit 8: Self-Test Exercise-8

Part I: True /False

1) False              3) False               5) True
2) True               4) False               6) True 

Part II: Matching

            7) D                  9) H               11) A               13) E                                

            8) C                 10) B               12) G              14) F

Unit 9: Self-Test Exercise-9

 Part I: Multiple Choices

1) A                       3)  A                  5)  B                7)  D                   9)  D

2) D                       4)   C                 6)  B                 8)  B  
              10)  E

Part II:  Fill in the Blanks 

             11) Brain trust      13) Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis          15) New Deal

             12) Kamikazes     14) Cash and carry
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