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	Module Title 
	M13. Research in Accounting and Finance 

	Module Number 
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	Objective 	of 	the module 
	Upon the successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 
· Apply business research methods in doing research 
· Have foundation knowledge for scientific reasoning and solutions for business problems 
· explain the various tools and techniques of research  
· Discuss sources of data and data collection techniques  
· Prepare and present essay based of real-world practices 

	Total ETCTS and 
Credit Hours of the module 
	ETCTS:   5 
Credit Hours:  3 

	Courses of the Modu le 

	Course Number 
	Course Name 
	Cr. Hr 
	CP/ETCTS 

	AcFn 2131 
	Research Methods in Accounting & Finance 
	3 
	5 

	Course Information 

	Course Number 
	AcFn 2131 

	Course Title 
	Research Methods in Accounting & Finance 

	Degree Program 
	BA Degree in Accounting and Finance  

	Module 
	M13. Research in Accounting and Finance 

	Module 	No 	and 
Code 
	M13; AcFn-M2131 

	Module 
Coordinator 
	 

	Lecturer 
	 Fisiha. T

	ETCTS Credits 
	5 

	Contact Hours (per week) 
	3 

	Course Objectives & Competences to be Acquired 
	After successfully completing this course, the students should be  able to: 
· Apply business research methods in doing research 
· have foundation knowledge for scientific reasoning and solutions for business problems 
· Implement the research process in doing research,  
· prepare research proposal for a project  
· explain the various tools and techniques of research  
· apply various methodologies of social research to solve Business problems  
· define The sources of data and data collection techniques 

	Course Description 
	This course deals with the role of research; the method of scientific inquiry; experimentation, fact finding, design of data collection methods, and analysis of collected data and interpretation of results, and formulation of business related research projects by students. 

	WEEKS 
	Course Contents 
	Reading 

	 
	1. 
	Research Methods: Conceptual Introduction
1.1. The Concept of Research  
1.1.1. Defining research 
1.1.2. Factors stimulating research 
1.1.3. Purpose of Studying Research methods  
1.1.4. Importance of research 
1.1.5. Motivation for research 
1.1.6. Managerial value of research 
1.1.7. Characteristics of good research 
1.2. Types of Research  
1.2.1. Basic research 
1.2.2. Applied research 
1.2.3. Quantitative research 
1.2.4. Qualitative research 
1.2.5. Exploratory research 
1.2.6. Descriptive research 
1.2.7. Causal research 
1.3. The systematic process of Research  
1.3.1. Determining /recognizing a research problem  
1.3.2. Formulating a hypothesis/ research question 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.3.3. Designing the study 
1.3.4. Developing instrument for collecting data 
1.3.5. Collecting data 
1.3.6. Analyzing the data 
1.3.7. Determining the implications & findings 
1.3.8. Making recommendations 
	 

	 
	2. 
	Formulation of the Research problem 
2.1. What is research problem 
2.1.1. Defining the research problem 
2.1.2. Sources of research problem 
2.1.3. Guidelines for the statement of the problem  
2.2. Hypothesis formulation 
2.2.1. Defining hypothesis 
2.2.2. Hypothesis versus research problem 
2.2.3. Possible sources of hypothesis 
2.2.4. Null and Alternative hypothesis 
2.2.5. Basic characteristics of good hypothesis 
2.3. Process of testing hypothesis 
2.3.1. State the hypothesis 
2.3.2. Determine the appropriate test statistics 
2.3.3. Specify the significance level 
2.3.4. Determine the decision rule 
2.3.5. Collect data & perform the needed conclusion 
	 

	
	2.3.6. decide to reject or not reject and produce conclusion 
	

	 
	3. Developing a Research proposal 
3.1. The purpose Research proposal  
3.2. Structure of a Research Proposal  
3.2.1. Background of the study  
3.2.2. Statement of the problem  
3.2.3. Research Objectives  
3.2.4. Research  Hypothesis  
3.2.5. Significance of the Research  
3.2.6. Literature Review  
3.2.7. Research methodology  
3.2.8. Work plan and Budget / Logistics 
3.2.9. Other sections of the proposal ( cover page , Abstract , Reference  
3.2.10. Proposal writing (written Assignment) 
	 

	 
	4. Sampling Design  
4.1. Sampling Design 
4.2. Census and sample survey  
4.3. The Need for sampling  
4.4. Steps in sampling Design  
4.5. Criteria for selecting a sampling procedures  
4.6. Types of sample Design  
4.7. Probability sampling Design 
4.8. Non probability sampling Design 
	 

	 
	5. The sources and collection of Data 
5.1. Types and sources of Data  
5.2. Methods of primary Data collection  
5.3. Methods of secondary Data collection 
	 

	 
	6. Data analysis software 
6.1. Spread sheet application in data analysis  
6.2. Software application in data analysis (SPSS, STATA, E-view) 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Teaching & Learning Methods/strategy 
	The teaching and learning methodology include lecturing, discussions, problem solving, and analysis. Take-home assignment will be given at the end of each chapter for submission within a week. Solution to the assignments will be given once assignments are collected. Cases with local relevance will also be given for each chapter for group of students to present in a class room. The full and active participation of students is highly encouraged.   
 

	Assessment/Evalu
	 

	ation  
	The evaluation scheme will be as follows:   
 

	
	
	Test 1 
	Test 2 
	Test 3 
	Quiz1 
	Project 
Assignment  
	Final  
	Total  
	

	
	
	10% 
	10% 
	15% 
	5% 
	10% 
	50% 
	100% 
	

	
	
	 
 
	

	Work load in hours 
	 

	
	Hours Required 
	Total Hrs 

	
	Lectures 
	Lab 
	Assessments 
	Tutorials 
	Self-
Studies 
	Assignment 
	Advising 
	

	
	48 
	 - 
	10 
	12 
	55 
	 - 
	-  
	135 

	Roles of the Instructor 
	He/she will come to the class regularly on time and deliver the lecture in a well-organized manner. Besides, at the end of each class he/she gives reading assignment for the next class. He/she will make sure that proper assessments is given. He/she is also responsible to give feedback for each assessment. 

	Roles of the students 
	The success of this course depends on the students’ individual and collective contribution to the class discussions. Students are expected to participate voluntarily, or will be called upon, to contribute to set exercises and problems. Students are also expected to read the assigned readings and prepare the cases before each class so that they could contribute effectively to class discussions. Students must attempt assignments by their own. Proficiency in this course comes from individual knowledge and understanding. Copying the works of others is considered as serious offence and leads to disciplinary actions. 

	Text and reference 
	 

	books 
	Reference Books 
· Zikmund William G: Business Research Methods, 7th Edition, 2003.  
· C. William Emory, Donald R. Cooper. Business Research 
Methods, 4th ed., 1991.  
· Wallace A. W., Accounting research methods: Do the facts speak for themselves? 
 



